LIBPRAL ART V 5 arr AND RECOMMENDED on 
THE PRINC [PLES OF UE GOSPEL. ON 


7 
12 
5 
H 
i 


A SERMON, 


HE SOCIETY IN sco HAND 
ron PROPAGATING CHRISTIAN {KNOW LEDGE; 


4 | Ar THEIR ANNIVERSARY MEE ETING | 1 
1 IN THE HIGH CHURCH or EDIN BURGH, 
— re Jone 5. 1789. 


BY THER REVEREND ROBERT BALFOU 'R, 


one or TuE MINISTERS or CI. as do. 


To which is added 


AN APPENDIX, 


Containing an | \bBraRt of the | 


' PROCEEDINGS OF THE SOCIE? r 


A 
WW. 
2) 
15 
ha.» 
1 
: — 
4 
32 
1 
1 
220 
* * 
1 
8 
1 
WF 
, a) 
* 
. 
4 
1 
12 
$54 
. 
. 
A 
* 4 
DA 
= * 
b wk, 
= 
$7} 8 
* 4} 
34 
. 272 
15 
es 
vs 
"Wo 
I 
"#1 
by 


s Since + Jane 157. 


EDINBURGH: 


RATED AT THE polls Preſs, BY MART IN axv DO ALT, 


Anno 1789. 


— - 


— — —— re A ES — Poe 


| 


— 


r 5 22s : * . OE FTE Dt © Bide! 


33 


* 
—— — 


— — CE 1 ˙Q—à—ͤ—-— — — 


* err OT Ee IIs "REF. ne as” p28) I. vc" 
3 r 6 Fn „ A CO ns, "et 
Eat $7440 RTE GT 
3 VE 5 M2 3 => 4 1 . 


e 
ä 


TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 


DAVID EARL OF LEVEN AND MELVILL, | 


PRESIDENT OF THE SOCIETY _ 


| FOR PROPAGATING CHRISTIAN KNOWLEGDE, = 


FOLLOWING SERMON | 
| RESPECTFULLY INSCRIBED | 


5 HIS LORDSHIP'S 


0ST OBEDIENT, AND MOST HUMBLE SERVANTy 


THE AUTHOR. 


— I. — AS ary Bettgel 2 


3 mo 5 1 7 bo. 


: At: 2 General Meeting of the Society i in \ Scotland for 


'Propagating Chriſtian Knowledge, 


— Tur thanks if the Society were given from N 
the Chair to the Rev. Mr. Ba Ifour, for bis : 
excellent Se ermon this day preached before them! * 

and be Was requeſted to give WLS manuſc cript 
of 1 the fame, to be — for t the * of the 

Society. | 


Jo. Krur, Src. 


2 Con. ix. 6.—LAST CLAUSE. 


HE wincn SOWETH BOUNTIFULLY SHALL REAP 5 
| BOUNTIFULLY. 


; lar We abound in a great variety of - 


the moſt beautiful! images, and figurative alluſi- LS 


ons. Theſe are ſometimes employed as the only 


fit conveyance of ſpiritual truths to our minds; Z 


| ſometimes. as apt and affecting illuſtrations of 
| known truths; 3 and ſometimes to preſs them 
more forcibly upon our attention, and allure us 
into a more cheerful compliance with their de- | 


E ſign. In this and the preceding chapter the a- 8 


poſtle urges the Corinthians to be charitable to 


the poor ſaints. By 1 the moſt infinuating addreſs 1 5 


| he takes poſſeſſion of every avenue to their hearts, 5 
and puts them under the pleaſing neceſſity of : 


yielding to his generous deſign. However, leſt, 


covetouſneſs ſhould exert a ſecret counteracting 5 
5 BY 
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23 


influence, and ſugg geſt that the required liberalls | 
ty would ſubject them to a great and unproduc- = 
tive expence, he fully obviates the objection, 5 
without formally ſtating it, for he reprobates the 
gift beſtowed with reluctance, and promiſes am- 
le returns to the cheerful giver. he inſtruc- 5 
tion thus given, 1 needed not the aſſiſtance of 1 me- 
taphor, to render it intelligible : : But it is admi- f 
rably illuſtrated and enforced by the choice of a 5 
ſimilitude, perfectly expreſſive of his intention. 
« He that c ſfoweth bountifully ſhall reap bounti- 
<« fully.” As well might the huſbandman look 
upon the ſeed unſparingly ſcattered in his field, to 
be for ever loſt; as the truly bountiful man ſup- 
-4 poſe, t that the riches, which, with a liberal hand he 
hath expended upon the poor, are thrown away. 
. The expectations and returns in the one caſe, . 
: are not more reaſonable and. certain, than i in the 
2 other. i The general ſentiment then i Is; that " 
 beral charity ſhall receive a rich and full reward, 
> = leave the metaphor to illuſtrate this ſentiment. 
ry, Such a ſubject cannot be unſuitable, when met 


155 to en countenance and ſupport to a chari- | 
- table ſtitution, great in its deſigns, and exten- 5 
| ſive in its operation. We pay a juſt, reſpectful, 5 
3 and grateful tribute to the e of i its firſt 


Ca. 


: 6 founders, and to the preſent members of the ve · 
ry reſpeQable ſociety, whoſe unceaſing exertions 
and influence have been ſo honourably | and ſuc- 

ceſsfully employed i in following out the original | 
ſcheme, when we aſſemble at their deſire, to 

_ worſhip that God, who alone can crown their la- „ 


bours of love, and our co-operating charity with 7 
a rich and effectual bleſſing. To direct and ani- 
mate our proſecution of this important object, 
8 ſhall endeavour, through divine grace, Firſt, To 
delineate the character repreſented i in the text J DE 
and Secondly, To illuſtrate the meaning and de- 


ſign of the promiſe annexed, 


Let us begin with calling | your attention to LE 
the character here repreſented, Ne that ſoweth 
Ts bountifully,“ in other words, the man of i. 


beral _ 


And 7 ahve Bos, That dis i is a cham: a FS 
: ter formed and perfected under the influence Ts 
: of f ſupreme. regard to God and the Redeem- . 
No character can acquire any eſtabliſhed et, 
1 by a ſingle action, or a few occa- 
; ſional exertions. Theſe muſt be uniforr 5 
1 called forth * ſome fixed correſponding prin- . 
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ciple, otherwiſe the features will cally: change, : 
and a variable character appear. Indeed, our de- 5 
ciſions upon character can ſeldom be true, when | 
5 founded on tranſient evidence. But higher evi- | 
| | dence we cannot expect, unleſs men act upon 
principle, and no principle can be ſo powerful 5 
and extenſive i in its influence as the love of God 
5 and the Redeemer. | Wherever this prevails, the 
| mind aſpires to every degree of moral excellence, | 
and there is perhaps no branch of that excellence, Z 
in which its operation is more certain, and ap- | 
parent, than that of charity. Hence we read, 
That love is of God, and every one that loveth i is 5 
<« born of God, and knoweth God. Hethat loveth 
| « not, knoweth not God, for God i is love. He 3 
e that dwelleth 1 in love, cwelleth 1 in God, and 
“God in him. But whoſo hath this world's 
<< e goods, and ſeeth his brother haye need, and 
. ſhutteth up his bowels of compaſſion from 
9 him, how dwelleth the love of God in him?” 
1 Wherefore adds the apoſtle, addreſſing himſelf 
10 profeſſing Chriſtians, My little children, let 
b not love in word, neither i in tongue, but i in 
„ 0B deed.” ” Thus: it appears, that beneficent love 
- to men is at once a natural conſequence and 15 


Os 


5 prone: of knowing the love of God, and loving LF 
Men, deſtitute of this principle, and who do 
not pretend to act under its influence, may ex- 
hibit remarkable inſtances of charity. Theſe, it 
is not my buſineſs at preſent, to trace to their 
various ſources, far leſs, to reprobate the bene- - 55 
0 | ficial actions to which they give riſe. In as far ERPs 
AS as they are uſeful to ſociety, they merit public - 
praiſe. I cheerfully offer my tribute of grateful 
acknowledgment, while I regret their want af. -- 
. that nobleſt and moſt operative principle, which 
would render them completely amiable and | 
: praiſe- worthy. If, while ſtrangers to its influ- | 
ence, they do ſo much good, what would they a 
not do, how much more extenſively uſeful would 
they not be, were love to God, and his Son, the 
ruling paſſion i in their minds ? Without dero- : 
cating from their liberality, permit me to ſay, 5 
that in their ſtate of alienation from the life and 
love of God, we can have little dependence on 
their continuing or abounding in that ſort of 
0 goodneſs. Nay, their eircumſtances, and views, 
in this condition, rather tend to blunt their ſen- 
5 ſibilities, to put reſtraints upon their generous 
exertions, and to give them a confined, partial, 


1 5 


or capricious direction. Ignorant of, or inatten- 
tive to the divine character, they can have no 
5 perfect ſtandard of excellence. Self, or the crea- 
ture in ſome form or other, is ſubſtituted i in the [el 
place of the Creator and Redeemer of mankind. 
With ſuch inferior objects in their eye, virtuous 
> emulation can riſe to no high pitch. They are 
actuated merely by ſelfiſh and worldly motives, 
9 and the beſt impreſſions which theſe can make on 
their minds muſt be temporary and fluctuating; 
their operation is exceedingly limited, or eaſily 
interrupted. Nay, when there exiſt no higher : 
| principles of human conduct, muſt we not 1 
ther ſuſpect that, inſtead of beneficence, very 
different and oppoſite effects will more frequent- - 
l follow, even malevolent affections and i injuri- 
ous practices. The ſcriptures therefore, in de- 
ſcribing the character of apoſtate men, repreſent 
| them, as not only enemies to God i in their minds, 
and by wicked works, but as naturally ay living i in ey 
0 malice and envy, hateful and hating one ano= 
Mn ther,” Whatever more favourable conſtruction 
12 we may attempt to put upon theſe declarations of 1 
lex ipture, I am confident that it will be admitted 
buy all, that they, whoſe character is formed and 
Y maintained under the influence of ſupreme love 


ey 


to God, ad the Saviour, muſt excel i in all goods 
| neſs, and particularly in the moſt liberal chari- 


5 ty. Muſt not the lover, the admirer of the Di- | 


vine character, wiſh above all things to imitate | 


© -W: every imitable perfection? ? If the enmity of 
Eo the carnal mind diſcover itſelf i in refuſing ſubjec- ; 
tion to the law of God, when that enmity is ſlain, 


8 and friendſhip reſtored, muſt not the will of God 
become the will of the man? Can he hear the | 
divine command without echoing back, that to 

love God “ with all the heart, and with all the 


| < underſtanding, and with all the ſoul, and wih 


0 all the ſtre ngth, and to love his neighbour as 
= himſelf, is more than all burnt-offerings.” *-1f 
6 his eyes are tucned away from beholding va- 5 

« nity,” to the contemplation. of divine excel - - 

: lence, greatneſs, and grace, muſt not his foul 

expand with the enlarged proſpect before him, 5 


and in a manner partake ol the divine nature! 5 
If he i is made wiſe, ſpiritually to underſtand, and 8 
EE faithfully to trace the ways of providence; if he 


uus perceives, that God i is good to all, and — I 


22h that his tender mercies are over all his other 


W7 works, that he makes his ſun to ſhine and his 
. rain to gen on the juſt, and the unjuſt, — — 
that his eyes go to and fro to ſhow himſelf 
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40 mighty, in 1 behalf of thoſe whoſe nente are 


< perfect towards him ;” muſt not love to fo 


bountiful a Benefactor, effectually prompt him 
e to do good to all, eſpecially to thoſe of the 
« houſehold of faith, yea to be merciful as his 
| <« father i in heaven is merciful! * When his di- 5 
. vinely illuminated mind takes all theſe views of . 
God, as ariſing from, and connected with the 
grand ſcheme of man's ſalvation, how is his heart 
enlarged and moved with generous ſentiments ! ? 
Cen he think af God ſo loving the world, as 
_ to give his only begotten Son,” and with-hold 1 5 
any poſſible return of affection and duty? „„ 
5 he contemplate, and experience cc the grace of . | 
« 6 our Lord Jeſus, i in becoming poor to make ma- . 
< ny rich,” without feeling and exerting at once z 
all the warmth of gratitude and of a ſimilar be- 
nevolence? Having the Divine character ſtrong⸗ 
lõ repreſented to his mind by the ſpirit of truth, 
« the defire of his foul is henceforth towards 7 
66 him, and the remembrance of his name:“ he | 
feels and confeſſes indeed that his goodneſs can- | 
not extend to an object infinitely glorions, but, | 
| in the higheſt admiration and love, of this fa- 
preme, divine perfection and grace, he is ambi- 
tious to imitate theſe in the exerciſe of all good- 


Tore. 


neſs to the ſaints, as the. excellent ones of the . 
earth,“ yea, and to all his fellow-men: His 
own enemies, and the irreligious and profane are N 
not excluded from his benevolent regards. Y 


In. the pan: place, the: man EN liberal Mis - 
> rity is one Who gives cheerfully according to 
his ability. The ſacred oracles teach us that 
: charity i is not ſo much to be meaſured by what 
we give, as by the proportion which it bears 
- 0 our circumſtances in life, and the manner 
1 in which we beſtow it. We find a moſt in- 
s ſtructive piece of hiſtory to this purpoſe i in Mark 
- Xii. 41. where our Lord takes notice of the con- 
| tributions made to the public treaſury. None 
Ae cenſured for neglect, nay, it is granted that ; 
the rich gave much.” But notwithſtanding 
this ſhow of liberality, a poor widow who only 
gave in two mites, receives his diſtinguiſhed ap- 
probation. Her offering was in itſelf inſignifi- 


8 cant. —But what faith the unerring Judge? ver. | 


43. 44. 4 He called unto him his diſciples, and © 
bs, faith © unto them, verily I fay unto you, that 
« this poor widow hath caſt more in than all 5 

L 05 they which have caſt into the treaſury. For ; 


BK all they did ca't 1 in of their abundance, but ſhe 
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„ of her want did caſt in all that ſhe had, even 


“ all her living.” '—A judgment founded not on 
the outward appearance of things, but on the re- 


lations which theſe ſeveral offerings bore tothe real 5 

c rcumſtances of the donors, and the motives from 
which they ated. A ſimilar deciſion is given, 

2 Cor. vili. 1 2. Where the apoſtle declares, that, ; 
LG there be firſt a willing mind, it is accepted 


N according to that a man hath, and not accord - 


ing to that he hath not.” This too is the plain 
5 import of the direction in his firſt epiſtle to the 
Corinthians, chap. xvi. 1. 2. Now concerning 
«the collection for the ſaints, as J have giv en 
tee order to the churches of Galatia, even ſo do : 
pe; upon the firſt day of the week, let every | 
« one of you lay by him in ſtore, as God has 
-M © proſpered him. By the exhortation imme- 
diately following our text, the apoſtle gives this 55 


very account of liberal charity. Every man 


66 * according as he purpoſeth ; in his heart, ſo let 
« © him give, not grudgingly, or of necefſ ty, for | 
„God loveth a cheerful giver,” Thus we are 2 


ih taught to eſtimate charity by a comparative view 


of it with our worldly ſubſtance and our diſpo- 


ſitions. Let not perſons i in aflluence value them- 


ſelves as truly liberal, becauſe upon ſome occa- 1 


ſions they have contributed largely to the ſup- 
port of their indigent brethren, but let them in- 
quire whether their charity correſponds to their 
abundance, and whether even what they give is 

5 extorted, or freely and moſt cheerfully parted TO 

with. Let not theſe i in inferior ſtations and cir- . 

8 cumſtances think themſelves excuſed from tbis 

| duty, as being, in their own opinion, incapable _ 5 
of affording any uſeful or decent aſſiſtance to the 
deſtitute and afflicted. But let then remember the 
widow's mite, as not only accepted, but eſteeme 
ed by the beſt judge of the worth of actions, a 2” 
| richer offering than the vaſt i 1ums which the rich 
gave out of their abundance. He w ho bleſſed = 
to the idow of Zar epbath her handful of meal 
and cruiſe of oil with permanent virtue to nou- 

riſh her and her ſon, can, in ways unknown to 

us, and to an extent of uſefulneſs inconceivable 
by us, enrich with his bleſſing the ſmalleſt offer- 
1 ings. I mean not by this to ſtate an invidious com- 

a pariſon between the rich and the poor, to reduce 
the value of what is done by the former, and mag- 
nify the ſervices of the latter; but 10 ſhow that in 
either ſituation, the character 1 am deſcribing 

may be, and i is in fact moſt truly and honourably 
maintained, when it bears a Juſt Proportion to 8 
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our wor ldly ſtock and properity; and Abbes we 

4 freely give as having freely received.” I have 
joined the ability and inclination to do good, be- 
cauſe both muſt be ſeriouſly attended to in the : 


proper exerciſe of charity, to diſtinguiſh it on 5 


- ö 


by the one hand from the thoughtleſs profuſion of 5 
the prodigal, and, on the other hand, from 
niggardly pittance of the miſer. The former, by 5 


ignorance of, or inattention to his proper funds, oe 


may inconſiderately throw away what 1 is not his 
own; he may thus feed the poor, and feed his 
on vanity, but what is given at the expence of py 
: others, is not charity; it is groſs injuſtice. This 
fuolly and i iniquity, however, « can never juſtify the 
5 penurious, covetous, mean-ſpirited wretch, who Dy 
cannot admit a thought or care beyond himſelf 
and his coffer. Wrapt up in unceaſing atten- 
tion to his uſeleſs wealth, he never believes 5 


himſelf able, becauſe he never feels himſelf wil. 


ling to relieve the neceſſities of others. How 
. different, how ſuperior to both theſe characters, = 
is the man who knows what he can give, and 
595 has a heart to beſtow ?—Who, in the conſcious | 
: poſſeſſion of riches, values them only as the 
means of uſefulneio receives and employs them : 
as a ſacred truſt from the great Lord and Pro- 


* 15-3 


| prietor of all and who; as his Erne and faith- 
ful ſteward, honours him with his ſubſtance. 
P his ! is a man of an excellent, open, liberal ſpi- 


rit. « He looks not to his own things, but to 


« the things of others. He is not high-minded, 
” « but condeſcends to them of low eſtate. He 5 
„ not in uncertain riches, but in the liv- 5 
. 00 ing God, Who giveth us all things richly to - 
« enjoy,” and he therefore lays them out for his 
| glory, and the good of his fellow- creatures. 
He is rich! in go e oy to diſtribute, _ 
0 willing to communicate.“ This | cheerful li- 
; berality | 18 not the effect or al great effort, pro- 
duced by the violence of public dema nd, or the | 
reſiſtleſs cry of miſery forcing attention, but it _ 
is the reſult of the prevailing direction of his 
mind. Like that God who 1 1s che object of his 
= ſupreme affection, he waits to be gr acious, an ad 
delights in ſhowing mercy; e he deviſeth liberal 
„ things; he givethliberally, andupbraideth not.“ f 
f Like the benevolent and tt he beneficent Saviour, ; 
bei is 1 ready to ſeize every opportunity of ſhowing 
Yo kindneſs, and goes about doing good. He may." 
not have filver or gold, to put into the hands of 85 
the poor and helpleſs, but he does not thereſore 


mut up his bowels of compaiſion from them. 
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Whatever is in his power to give, he gives with- * 


out reluctance. IF he cannot relieve them, he 
ſeels for them and weeps with them. 1 mind ä 
: willing never fails to find opportunities of doing 1 
: good, and when they occur, he eagerly embra- 
ces them. The objections and apologies which 
| ſatisfy others, are, in his mind, quickly ; repelled, "I 
and yield at once to the more Per ſualive power 


RE of f ſympathy and love. : 


Is the third place; true kberal charity i is 


5 "ky divided amongſt many, and proportioned : 
to the objects upon which. it aQs. It is not, 


it cannot be conſined to near relations, inti- | 


mate friends, or particu! lar favourites. Theſe 
it will never neglect; nay, to theſe its firſt at- 
tentions are naturally directed. | But whatever 


may be its partialities to thoſe immediately con- 


nected with us, or Who love and reſemble us, 


it cannot remain under theſe reſtrictions. The 
principle which gave it birth, extends its influ- Sg 
ence in every poſſible direction. The objects 5 
| Which ſolicit the friendly aid of charity, are ma- 
5 ny and various. Here we find the aſſlicted bo- is 
dy, there the grieved mind. Here a mourning 

; deſolate widow—there deſtitute orphans,—Per- 


(16 5 


| haps both together ſitting i in filent dejetion, or 


agitated with all the violence of grief. At one 
_ time we hear the plaintive voice of the friendleſs 1 
5 ſolitary mourner—at another, the united cries 
of a numerous ſtarving family. Turn to the one 
hand, and feeble tottering old age requeſts ſup- 5 
ö port—turn to the other hand, and the deſerted 
1 infant, or neglected youth, requires a kind in- 
terpoſition. 5 Theſe, and many ſimilar caſes of „ 
urgent neceſſity, claim the attention and care of 
the compaſſionate and generous. | On ſuch oe= 
_ caſions, how does the man of liberal charity feel 
and act? Is theatrical repreſentation neceſſary to 
2 rouſe his ſenfibilities? Muſt he learn from che 
5 fictitious tale of miſery to compaſſionate real 55 


diſtreſs | ? Muſt his heart be caught by the tongue 


of the pathetic orator to move with ſentiments | 
of generous ſympathy ? No! well-atteſted fads 
are ſufficient to call them forth to the moſt ſea- 
85 ſonable and effed ual exertions ; or be repairs 
{WW the houſe of the mourners, an d ſecing, with 
| bis own eyes, and hearing, with his own ears, he | 
mingles his tears with the rs—his heart Over- | 1 
flows with the tendereſt emotions „ and his hand 


readily admi: iſters according to his abilities. 


Azmidſt ſuch various ſcenes of ſorrow that which 
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| Whatever i is in his power to give, he gives with- 


out reluctance. If he cannot relieve them, he 
feels for them and weeps with them. A mind ſo 


5 willing never fails to find opportunities of doing . 


8 r N — — — reno n re . 
8 


good, and when they occur, he eagerly embra- 
ces them. The objections and apologies which i 
; ſatisfy others, are, in his mind, quickly : repelled, 7 


and yield at once to the 1 more © paſualive bouer 
of erer, and love. . 


Is the third: place, true kberal charity is 
: wiſely divided amongſt many, and proportioned - 
0 the objects upon which it adts. | It: is not, 
it cannot be confined to near relations, inti- | 


mate friends, or particu! lar favourites. Theſe 


it will never neglect; nay, to theſe its arſt at- 


tentions are naturally directed. But whatever 
may be its partialities to thole i imme tintely con- 8. 
nected with us, or who love and reſemble us, 


it cannot remain under theſe reſtrictions. The 
; pr inciple which gave it birth, extends its influ- 
ence in every poſlible direction. The objects 
which ſolicit the friendly aid of charity, are ma- 
ny and various. Here we find the alllicted bo- 
dy, —there the grieved mind. Here a mourning 7 
| delolate widow—there deſtitute orphans.—Per- 255 


„ 
| haps both together ſitting i in ſilent dcjeRtion, | or 
| agitated with all the violence of grief. At one 
ume we hear the plaintive voice of the friendleſs 


: ſolitary mourner—at another, the united cries 
of a numerous ſtarving family. 7: urn to the ane - 
= hand, and feeble tottering old age requeſts ſup-, 


. port—turn to the other hand, and the deſerted 


infant, or neglected youth, requires a kind in- | 
3 terpoſition. Theſe, and many ſimilar caſes of 
urgent neceſſity, claim the attention and care of 


- the compaſſionate and generous. On ſuch oc- 


caſions, how does the man of liberal charity feel 
; and act? Is theatrical repreſentation neceſſary to 
rouſe his ſenfibilities? Muſt he learn from the 

fictitious tale of miſery to compaſſionate real | 

5 diſtreſs ? Muſt his heart be caught by the tongue 


; of the pathetic orator to move with ſentiments 


of generous. ſympathy ? No! well- atteſted facts 


5 are ſufficient to call th em forth to the moſt ſea- 
ſonable and effed ual exertions ; or he repairs | 
to the houſe of the mourners, and ſecin 5 with 5 
TT his own eyes, and hearing, w. ich his own e ears, he 

mingles his tears with the lis heart over- 
flows with the tendereſt emotions 87 and his ha and 
readily admi-iſters according to his abilities. 
Amidſt ſuch various 8 Cenes of lor row ; that which ; 
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overwhelms 9 NY is, that bee cannot a" 8 
his help to all. This, however, checks not the 


160 


ardour of his charity, but prompts his wiſdom 


and prudence to contrive how he may moſt uſe- 1 
| fully divide his labours of love. He cannot a 


think of devoting them entirely to one, or a 


| wery few, becauſe thus they might receive too 
5 much, and others too little. But While he can- 
not be confined within 2 very ſmall circle, boch 
prudence and charity forbid his taking too 

wide a range, leſt he ſhould defeat his own be- 

| nevolent purpoſes; ; by extending thus too far, his 
means would prove unequal to the end, Much 5 
may be given away, and yet loſe its elfect, by ; 
being divided into fo many ſmall parts that al- i 


moſt none receive material benefit. He there- 


: fore conſiders who are the moſt needy, the moſt 


| friendleſs youth, or adminiſters counſel to the g 


worthy, and what are their different reſources, 
and he adapts his charity to their ſtate and cha- 
5 racter. | He clothes the naked, or feeds the hun- 
5 gry, or comforts the diſconſolate, or educates the 5 


ignor ant, the per rplexed, and the unexperienced. 


Full of defire to anſwer. all demands, when his 
5 on funds are inſufficient, he thinks it not mean 75 


nor troubleſome to alk alliſtance, and plead the : 
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d 
cauſe of the deſtitute. He does not ſtop to in- 
quire, who is my neighbour? By the ties of hu- 
manity he feels his heart knit to the whole hu- 

man race. While he looks up with devotion 


and gratitude to their common parent, he looks oh 
1 around him with kind and tender attachment, | 


and ſays, 255 Are we not all his offspring! pag 


Bs Theſe amiable and humane diſpoſitions riſe to a - e 
al more exalted benevolence, under the expe- 


rienced influence of the divine Saviour's grace 


— and benignity. In one affectionate embrace the 


; Chriſtian claſps the whole world. Even to ene- 


- mies and ſtrangers he wiſhes to ſtretch bis re- 
lieving beneficent hand. Though no returns in 5 
kind ſhould be made, nay, though acts of ge- 1 
5 neroſity or friendſhip ſhould meet with inſenſi- 1 
; bility and ingratitude, the ardour of his liberal 
charity cannot be damped, or diverted from the | 


5 honourable . of — and mercy. 


Lach, | Trav may well be called liberal * 

- 1 charity, which i is deſigned to promote the great- 
= eſt poſſible good. If it be charity to grant = 
: temporary relief to individuals, a permanent 


$ proviſion made or ſupported. upon principles of 


public utility, and put under Proper managc- | 
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ment, muſt be the expreſſion of a richer libe- 
rality. If the occaſional aids of ſympathy af- 
15 fording a ſeaſonable ſervice to men racked with = 
- pain, or pining under inſirmity and want, be ; 
1 5 charity, how is the charity increaſed, when the 
means of een and promoting health are 
5 plentifully furniſhed ? © beſides comforting , 
and helping afflicted old age, we alſo take the 
helpleſs young under our care, and form them 
to habits of ſobriety and induſtry ; if we do 
every thing i in our power to render them vir- 
tuous, happy, and valuable members of ſociety, 
itil more if we extend our concern for their 
welfare to their ſpiritual and eternal intereſts, 
ſuch benevolent defigns and purſuits muſt be 
prompted and animated by the liberal mind that 
f deviſeth liberal things. Every inſtance of effec- Tn, 
E tual relief to the aſſlicted, the needy, or the op- 
preſſed, is in itſelf an act of generoſity; ; but the 
greater the evil and danger from which we are - 
delivered, and the greater the ſafety and good to 
Which we are raiſed, the more highly We admire 
: the means of our diſtinguiſhed eſcape and ad- 
vantage. When we conſider ſin 1 in its own na- ; 
ture, and certain eternal conſequences, the great- LS 
eſt poſſible evil is then before our eyes. But for 


19 7 
it, no cher evil A have exiſted : By it the 
name of God hath been diſhonoured, human na- 
ture degraded, the world ſubjected to every ca- 

0 lamity, and all mankind to eternal puniſhment. 92 

NANere is the dreadful ſource -of all human woe, : 2 


and this moral evil 18 univerſal. All have 
5e ſinned, and come ſhort of we glory of God; 
and we know that © the wages of fin is death,” 
c̃.ternal death. « What then ſhall we do to be 
8 ſaved,” a to fave our brethren * ? Does the - 
heart heave, and the tear drop, in the preſence 5 
” of the afflicted and the dying? What rivers of 
ttears ſhould run down our eyes, when we ſee | 
the wicked forget God, forſake his laws, and 
1 deſtroy chemſelves? To convert a ſinner, is to 
ſave a ſoul from death. 0. What ſhall it profit a : 
1 man, if he ſhall gain the whole world, and loſe 
« his own ſoul | ? Or what can a man give in ex- 
= change for the ſoul !* Is there then no charity 
in the world to exert itſelf in this moſt i important 
FO ſphere | ? Or is the redemption of the ſoul fo pre- 
cious, that it muſt ceaſe for ever, becauſe no 5 
: man, however opulent and well diſpoſed, can 
offer a ſufficient ranſom for himſelf, or for his 
brother ? How mult we extol the charity which 


brings relief i in a eriſis ſo awful and. monk . 
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E We are this day happy witneſſes that it heck ap- Eo. 
| peared, "and ſtill exiſts upon earth. It hath been 
ſeen in the form of man, and clothed with all 
the energies of God, God! is en and God No 
„ was. manifeſted in the fleſh.” —See yonder : 
heavens open, and the Son of the higheſt de- 
ſcending—yea, flying on the wings of unequal- 8 
led love, to ſave a guilty periſhing world.— _ 
Behold, admire, and imitate, He 1. the 895 
5 beginne of his Father's glory, and the ex- 
e preſs image of his perſon.” „ * Lot I come,”” 
8 ſaid he, c rejoicing in the habitable parts of the 
( earth, Hd! my delights were with the ſons of 
« men.“ Were ever the ears of ſinful mortals 
lated BY lo joyful | a ſound ? „ The voice 
« of rejoicing and falvation i is in the tabernacles 
of the righteous ; 3 ſor the Lord 18 their ſtrength 0 
« and long, he allo 1s become their ſalvation.” | 
« Let every heart now fay, amen, hofannah to 


66 the Son of David, hoſannah in the higheſt, 


8 bleſſed is he uo cometh i in the name of the 
Lon to fave.” 9 * Righteouſneſs having thus 
| 66 looked down from heaven, mercy and truth | 

« meet together on earth. e Now abideth 
« faith, hope, and charity 3 5am the greateſt of 
$ theſe is s charity: And the greateſt harley 4 is 


„ wa 


to love as Chriſt has loved. This is at once the 
origin and pattern of Chriſtian | benevolence. 
- Without it, humanity would have had but a lis. | 
5 mited ſphere, and 2 feeble operation. Without 5 
it, mutual regard of man to man would have 
been altogether inſuffcient for the deliverance of { 
a a ſingle foul: Now we are placed in a ſituation 
-- which we may be the honoured inſtruments . 
: _ of removing the greateſt evil from the world., 
and of promoting the beſt, even the eternal in- Ns 
tereſts of mankind. The man, whoſe mind is 
animated with truly Chriſtian benevolence, glad- 
17 avails himſell of that advantageous ſituatior. 
While he i is not indifferent to ary. of the intereſts | : : 
| of his fellow-creatures, but cheerfully lends his 
friendly charitable aid to all Who need it, and 
for every uſeful purpoſe, yet his more ar dent 
and generous ambition i is to do the greateſt g good 
5 to precious immortal ſouls. Hei is ready to fa- 
crifice every worldly pleaſure, honour, and ad- 
vantage to the Propagation of the goſpel, Seek- b 
ing the proſit of many that they may be ſaved, 
he eagerly ſeizes every opportunity of ſending 
ith others the word of falvation. This he conſi - 


ders a8 the beſt and moſt precious feed which 
= E can be ſown i in uche field of the world. He thinks 


* — treat 


himſelf happy 11 he can furniſh the n 
and the means of religious inſtruction and eter- 
nal falvation, to thoſe who are ready to periſh 
for lack of knowledge. Io be the inſtrument 
of bringing glory to God, and ſupreme happi- 
oy neſs to men, chiefly commands his attention, and 
_ excites and regulates every benevolent ſcheme. 


: and great and uſeful character repreſented i in our = 
| text, under the figure of ſowing . . 


in rde promiſe added, that he ſhall reap alſo boun- 
tifully. Need I here caution you againſt conſi- 
dering what ſhall be ſaid on this part of the ſub- 
ject, as holding out any deſerved recompence to 
perſonal merit. No ſuch connexion of things 


5 of this kind is expreſs ly condemned by the whole 
tenor of his doctrine and example. At the ſame 

time, like one ſbilful in the word of righteouſ- 
: nels, and who knew che grace of God i in truth, 


the inviolable connexion betwixt the privileges 


and hopes of Chriſtians, and a carraſpetding 
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and exertion. Such, my brethren, i is the amiable 15 : 


RED us now attend, as was s propoſed, in the „ 


cond Place, to the richneſs of his reward, expreſſed 3 


8 cod be intended by the apoſtle. Every claim 


he is careful to aſſert its practical influence, and 45 i 


character. The apoſtle, therefore, mult not be 
underſtood. as propoſing the remuneration of 


= meritorious exertions, but an encouraging ani- 


mating motive to duty. The reward ts not of | 


debt, but of grace. The grace, which promiſes : 
and beſtows the reward, forms, as we have al 


5 ready ſhown, the character ſuited to it. In that 


character, we contemplate not the dignity of me- | 
rit, but the neceſſary evidence of an intereſt i 8 
the love of God, and all its great and eternal de- pe 
ſigns. This will be ſtill more apparent from the 
illuſtration of this TT of — | 


In the oy” 4 OO che truth. of this great and 
gracious promiſe will be felt in inward enjoy- Y 
ment and ſpiritual improvement. The good 
man, ſays Solomon, ſhall be 1 atisfied from him- 
ſell. This!! is not the pride of ſelf. flattery, þ 
the teſtimony of a good conſcience. | The vlea- | 


ſures of a benevolent mind, are of a peculi arly 


refined and exalted nature. Strangers to purity 


= of principle and affection, cannot intermeddle 


with this joy. In this reſpedt, virtue 18 its own 
reward. 5 Sell-latisfaction, without hav! ing the 
moral ſenſe exereiſed, to diſcern between good 


and N is an uneny fable and deſpicable * 
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ment. If we feel and think with any degree * 


juſt neſs concerning right and wrong, every ſin 

+; "MM purſuit and pleaſure muſt be mixed with diſ- 
: approbation and painful apprehenſion. On the | 

| contrary, the due exercife of our moral powers 

: ſuppoſes a regularity and ſubordination in all 
the parts of our ſpiritual conſtitution, which, in 
the nature of things, i is inſeparable from real en- : 

8 .oyment. In this, indeed, all proper mental en- 


oyment conſiſts ; becauſe thus all the affeQions 
of the foul meet with, and a& upon their proper 


: objects. In the exerciſe of charity, for inſtance, 
how can an unpleaſing ſentiment ariſe in the 
mind? Every diſpoſition excited and exerted is 
marked with amiableneſs, gentleneſs, and kind- 
neſs. Here, too, a high degree of happineſs is 
derived from the good wh ich we are inſtrumen- / 7. 

tal in communicating to others. What they | 
: feel in receiving our afliſtance, we feel in giving 


The ſenſibility which was ſo tenderly touch- 


1 ea by their miſeries, i is aot leſs ſuſceptible of their 
5 joy, when relieved and comforted, and we natu- 

5 raffy participate in the latisfaction which we have 
1 been enabled to impart. | But, beſides this na- © . 


: tive operation, and effect of benevolent ſenti- - 


| ments and exertions, when theſe a are reviewed 


* 
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and recognized as the fruits of the ſpirit, we 
enter into a ſtill higher, becauſe more ſpiritual 
and divine enjoyment. The peace of God, 
3 paſſing all underſtanding, then keeps the heart 
aud mind through Jeſus Chriſt.“ The Chriſ- 
tian, 8 examining himſelf, and proving his Own 5 
N works, rejoices in himſelf, and not in ano- 
n ther.” : When he tries his experience and 85 
f conduct by” the ſcriptural marks of genuine - 
Chriſtianity, and finds that his charity is not the 
- conſequence merely of good nature, or facility 
of temper ; that it is not a ſudden emotion pro- 
I duced by the incidental ſpur of the occaſion, but 
1 fixed and gracious principle implanted and 
by cheriſhed by the Holy Spirit, ſuch evidence of 
: the power of the goſpel, and of ſupernatural | 
grace, convinces him of his intereſt i in the favour 
of God. Having this confidence towards God, 
7 he reaps bountifully indeed, being ſtr engthened 5 
in his aſſurance of the approbation and love of 
7 his heavenly Father. He knows that he has Fo 
6 paſſed from death unto lite, becauſe he loves 1 
the brethren.” ELF The ſpirit thus wimefſeth 
with his irt t chat he is a child of God; J 
7206; * the, effect is joy, unſpeakable and full of glo- 


« ry. What renders the acquiſition of this joy 
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che more valuable, is its inſeparable connexion 
With fpir itual improvement. ee e, of the 
. ord is our ſtrength.” | Health, vigour, and 
exertion, have not a more certain mutual influ- 
ene than ſpiritual enjoyment, activity. and i im- 
by pr ovement. As bodily ſtrength i 18 increaſed by : 
. exerciſe, and work done at firſt with much diffi- = 
| culty, becomes caſy by perſevering application * 
ſo repeated mental exertions, and the frequency 
of active duty! in life, produce t theſe good habits, 
which mark a conſiſtent and improving charac- 
ter. Theſe are the natural effects of all the gra- 
cious operations of a fanQified mind. das We 5 
be work out our falvation with fear and trem- 
:- I bling; for it is God who worketh i in us both 
« to will and to do df his good pleaſure . 5 


What Chriſtian can take this connected view of 55 


theſe increaſing conlolations 3 in divine love a 
growing holineſs, without finding that he that | 
e bountf 17 / Yall 1 reop Spe 8 


Abo to this; in the e place, the Uleſſing : 


and prayers of hole ho receive cds help. 


* Alt 151 18 N ſet forth ; in om: "= com- | 


e hiſtory of the churches in Judaea, Galatia, and 5 
Samaria; Adds ix. 31. by the Apoſtle's prayer for the Co- | 
Joſians, i RE aud by 28825 2 EP. 1. 2.—12. 


no leſs pr ev rail in v our favo ur. 


270 
Theſe, as 3 are 2” 0 by common 
5 mendicants, are of no value. Neither can the 
: curſe. cauſeleſs fall upon your head. ei do 
not flight the grateful acknowledgments of an 3 
= honeſt mind, nor de pile the effica cy of prayer. 
< The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous | 


— man availeth much. N animated by pi re : 
and fervent charity, the children of God will be 
the firſt objects of your regard. You will love 
and ſerve them for the truth's ſake which dwels 

leth in them. ' Your kindneſs to th em will be 
amply repaid by their prayers; and them &« « their 
600 heavenly Father heareth always.“ Job felt and 8 
| enjoyed this as A rich recompence Or his. gene- | 


rolity cha ap. xxix. 5 v. 11—14. 46 When the - 


© car heard me, then it bleſl ed me; ; and when 0 
« the eye ſaw me, it gave witneſs to me, becauſe 
8 I delivered the poor that cried, and the father- 
“e leſs, and him that had none to help him. The EL | 
"= bleſſing of him that was ready to periſh. came 
«&; upon me; ; and 1 cauſed the widow” 8 heart wo: 
« ſing for joy.” Your kind attentions | may have 5 
been me e excited i in anſ\ Wer to their ſuppli- 
cations, and their devotions thus increated (he 1 5 


Dij 


TC 28 0 
In the third place, the promiſe ; in the text 
holds up, as a farther inducement to liberal cha- 
rity, a richly varied and extenſive proſpect of 
good to the world. Chriſtian charity firſt turns 
its kind and compaſſionate eye to the Poor faints. 
: Theſe are brethren for whom Chriſt died. His 
love to them i 18 not diminiſhed by the permiſſion 
of their poverty and aſflictions; for theſe, as they 
are intended trials of their faith and patience, lo 

| are they of your charity to them, and your lov 2 

to him. The ſttonger then, and more nume- 

: rous teſtimonies of regard you ſhow to him in his 
poor ſuffering members on earth, the greater 

2 redounds to him through their thankſgiv- 5 
„the greater profit to your own ſouls by 
a prayers, the greater advantage to the church 
8 by their reſtored aſſiſtance, and the greater good 
to the world by their example. 
But I muſt beg your attention to very different 5 

ſcenes. Your reward is great in contributing to 
the victories and triumphs of faith over adverſity, 

, but greater ſill ify you conſider the various efficacy 
af prudent! liberal charity, extended to the poverty 5 
and diſtr eſſes of thoſe whoare ſtrangers to the faith, 5 
and hopes, and comforts of the golpel—their = 

GE ſituation | 18 truly deplorable. 'To fioggle with 


5 


(9) 


want, diſappointment, and diſtreſs, proves often | 
a hard and alarming conflict to the real Chriſti- ” 
anz; and it is a glorious office to hold up their 
a hands till they conquer, and cell us to divide the 5 
ſpoils. But how dreadful and dangerous is che 
- ſtate of the poor and afflicted who are yet in their 
ſins? They are not, however, beyond the reach 
of divine mercy, and ought not ther efore to be 
excluded from our charity. Vea, we are encou- 5 
raged in this exerciſe of it by the moſt inviting 
proſpect of extenſive uſefulneſs among buman 
85 beings, wretched 3 in themſelves, and petts 1 in ſo- 
5 ciety. By meeting the needy with a ſeaſonable 5 
8 ſupply, the truly bountiful man may prevent a pow- 
eerful and often ruinous temptation, or check the 
2 progreſs of a criminal and dangerous propenſi:y. . 
By furniſhing the means of ſubſiſtence, and pro- 
per incitements to induſtry, he may ſave from 
deſpondency, recover from feebleneſs and i indo- . 
lence, awaken to virtuous ſenſibility, and reſtore ; 
to active and uſeful exertion. The  blefling | 


conferred upon one may frequently extend to | 


many. Relief to che parent may be the preſerva- 


tion of the family. 1 he children religiouſly edu- 
: cated, and trained to uſeful employment, will 
contribute to the welfare of the community. ; 


| 
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Theſe happy oigech of charity riſe, in thee turn, 
to be heads of families, and the good which 
they have received They Fourey from generation f 
5M generation. ed 4 
„ Ideen charity hach not t only provided the 
5 505 of religious knowledge, but hath been 
ſucceſsful i in really communicating that know- 
| ledge, have we not the reaſonable proſpect of Z : 
x its tranſmiſſion to a diſtant poſterity | ? With the 
Scriptures, the rich repoſitory 0 of all religious 5 
truth in their hands, with the love of that truth 
in their hearts, with glowing admiring gratitude 
for this ineſtimable mercy to themſelves, what 
py muſt be their. deep concern and fervent zeal for 5 
the inſtruction and ſalvation of all with whom 
they are connected! ? How muſt the parent tra- 
vail in birth again till Chriſt be formed in his 
children; and, if the children are firſt partakers ; 
of this precious benefit, how muſt they be fired 
| with an holy ambition to encrich their parents Ds 
with this ſpiritual gift? One act of charity mw 
in this manner, be the foundation of a magniſi- | 
cent building of mercy : And if it exerts itſelf 1 
Vith equal benignity upon numbers, how many 1 1 
ſplendid temples may it rear, for the worlhip 
and ſervice of God? The words of the angel to 


VV f pero nr 


n Cornelius may then be addreſſed to fuch a pious | 
5 liberal Chriſtian, K+ 5 Thy prayers and thine 
NM  alms are. come up for a memorial before God. * 
- Accepted of God, as „workers together with „ 
oY him,” Þ and his all- powerful bleſling giving the 
increaſe, * our labours ſhall not be in vain in 1 
385 1 the Lord. 25 The good ſeed ſcattered with a | 
liberal hand < over the wide field of human ne- Z 
f ceſlities, ſhall bring forth abundance of fruit. 

Though the beginning of good may be ſmall, 
the latter end ſhall greatly increaſe. While he 
© ſows beſide all waters, the proſpect of advantage 8 
and uſefulneſs grows upon him. The richneſs 
of the ſoil improved by the unſparing and culti- - 
| . vating hand of active beneſicence, and rendered : , 
< frunful by the bleſſing of heaven, attracts even 

the careleſs eye, and invites others to ſimilar . 

| generous exertions. Thus Chriſtian bounty , 
through the thankſpiving of many, redounds to 
5 the glory of God, and the ample fatisfaQory re- © 
ward of the liberal Chriſtian, —But, however "+ | 
5 much the ſcene may now ſwell before his eye, . 

5 various beauty, and pleaſing grandeur, the proſ- | 1 
pect i is not confined to this world. The higheſt _ 
hope is laid up for him in heave en .—Obferve, 

therefore, b 


| 
| 

l 
; 


C 32 * 
IN the fourth and 1a place, that he who 


boweth bountifully ſhall reap alſo bountifully p 


in a future and eternal ſtate. ; There he ſhall 5 
receive a full reward indeed. He that giv- | 


< eth to the poor lendeth to the Lord; and 


c for ourſclves treaſures i in heaven.“ F | Inſtead pe: - 


the loan ſhall be repaid with higheſt 10 5 
« The Lord is not unrighteous to forget his 
« * work of faith, and labour of love, and pa. 
< tience of hope.” By liberal charity e we are 

faithful in the unrighteous mammon, and con- 


1 + ſequenily receive the true riches.” By being 


ready to communicate to the neceſſities of others, 5 


ve do not throw away our money, but lay up 


ſuffering any lofs or diminution of Fortin; we 


acquire immenſe gain, not of periſhing fer, 55 


but of * durable riches and righteouſneſs ; 3 4 


. precious heavenly treaſure, 66 which moth | cannot ö 


— << 


6 corrupt, nor thieves break through and ſteal.” 
The liberal Chriſtian 0 honoureth the Lord with 5 
- 2 his ſubſtance.” 'To ſuch he ſays, them that 
4K © honour 1 me, Iwill honour.” —* And what, my 
; 6. « brethren, ſhall be done to the man whom the . 
00 Lord delighteth to honour ? 5 Shall he have 5 
Foo heile of men? To this he i 18 well entitled; 3 and 
from che wiſe and the worthy be ſhall receive it; ; 


Ho 


66 yea, who ſhall harm him, if he be a follower of 
© that which i 1s good! * But believers, „ whoſe 
1 worketh by love, ſeek not honour one of 
another.“ They ſeek for honour from God 
| only, and hey ſhall not be diſappointed, Even 5 
though their good ſhould be evil ſpoken of, they 
have reaſon to rejoice, for great is their reward N 
in heaven. The riches of their beneficence are 
1 but partially known to the world; ; indeed, they 
give not their alms to be ſeen of men: But their 
father in heaven ſeeth in ſecret, and will reward 
them openly; ; and, when he rewards, it is with 
OD muniſicence like himſelf. He would be a- 
ſhamed to be called their God, were he only to 
beſtow upon them the moſt ſplendid honours, 
and the richeſt eſtates of this world. Byt be 
diſplays the true glory of his connexion with, and 
5 peculiar favour for them, i in preparing for them 5 
4 c which hath foundations, eternal in the 
or 8 heavens. Though now concealed by their own 
| modeſty, or diſregarded and deſpiſed by the 
world, ungratefu] and unworthy ol them, « their : 


V» witneſs is in heaven, and their record on high. . 
85 The Lord mall bring forth their righteouſneſs 

& in all the glory of the light, and their judg- 

N * ment with all the brightneſs of the noon- n. day.“ e 
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Vea, this ſhall be done in a manner the moſt. 


C5: 


majeſtic and divine. © The Lord ſhall call to a 


the heavens from above, and to the earth, that 
« he may judge his people : Gather my ſaints 
60 together to me; and the heavens ſhall declare 
6 his righteouſneſs ; for God is judge himſelf.” 
What can equal the ſolemn grandeur of that day, ”= 
and the glory with which the ſaints ſhall then be 
crowned, as theſe are repreſented by our Lord 
himſelf*. Angels, good and bad, with the 
whole human race, aſſembled before the awful 5 
tribunal of the great Lawgiver nd Judge of the 8 
= Univerſe. In ſuch an aſſembly, what muſt be 
the tranſports of joy to the ſaints to be called 
forth and diſtin uiÞed by his higheſt approba- 
tion expreſſed in the moſt honourable terms, 
marked with every grand ſolemnity of a public : 
and final deciſi on, and followed with immediate | 
effects, yea with all the inconceivable glory and 
bleſſedneſs of heaven-and of eternity ? This ho- 
nour have all the people of God. Every one of 
them, without exception, « having been juſtified 
3 * freely by the grace of God, through the re- 
cc demption that is in Chriſt Jeſus,” and 0 
e made heirs according to the hope of eternal 


* Matth, XXV. ver. 31.—41. 


1 


9 << life, Wii allo been ſanctified by the truth = 
« and ſpirit of Chriſt, and thus made meet for 
the inheritance of the ſaints in light, ſhall, in 
c that great day of righteous recompence, be 3 
„ raiſed up in glory, be openly acknowledged 
and acquitted, and made perfectly bleſſed in 
6 he full enjoyment of God to all eternity.” _ 
1 Now, among that happy ſelected number, all 
who have ſown bountifully ſhall hold : a diſtin- 
guiſhed place, and ſhall reap alſo bountifully. 
Their harveſt is then fully come, and brings me : 
moſt ample returns. They ſhall reap in joy.” 
Our Lor s deſcription of the ſolemnities of the 
Wy future nigh connects with all its impor- 
T tant tranſactions, the moſt pointed diſtinction, 
: and the richeſt reward of liberal charity, while 
the oppoſite character is as decidedly and awful- 


ly marked with complete reprobation, and eter- | 


- nal diſgrace and puniſhment. 


— The momentous intereſting ſcene cloſes with 


| the final diſmiſſion of the wicked, negligent, 
85 and obdurate, into eternal puniſhment, while 1 
i the righteous, liberal, and compaſſionate, are 5 


ceived into eternal life. 66 Then ſhall the right- - 
C eous ſhine forth as the ſun i in the kingdom of 
« their Father. They ſhall appear with Chriſt 5 
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. 1 glory, and he ſhall be glorified i in them. 


40 He ſhall change even their vile bodies, and 


«6 faſhion them like unto his glorious body. 75 
bes hey ſhall be ever with him, beholding and 
6 « admiring his divine and mediatorial glory ; ; 
and when = ſee him as he is, they ſhall be 
4 like him.” Completely freed from every 1 re- 
mainder of corruption, and from all poſſibility 
: of ſin, and ſuffering, and temptation, they ſhall, 
like him, be perfectly pure and immortal. They 
| ſhall ſhare with him in every communicable glo- 
1 ry. —— — They ſhall walk with him in white, for 
TO they are worthy. Having waſhed their robes, 7 
5 We and made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb, therefore are they before the throne of 
„ God, and ſerve him day and night 1 in his tem- 
. ple; 3 and he that ſitteth on the throne ſhall 
2 * dwell among them; they ſhall Hangs: no 
« 2 more, neither thirſt any more; ncither 
« ſhall the ſun light upon them, nor any heat, 
for the Lamb which is in the midſt of the : 
„ throne ſhall feed them, and ſhall lead them 
+ unto living fountains of water, and God mall 5 
Co wipe away all tears from their eyes.” They 
ſhall live in the midſt of the moſt perle, ho- ” 
nourable, and HapPY bociety. What an innu- 


0043; 


85 merable company of angels to aſſiſt and aſſociate 8 

With them i in every ſervice, and in every enjoy- 
. ment! What a countleſs multitude redeemed 8 
with them from among men of every age, and 

Ss. kindred, and tongue, and nation, and not 5 
an unholy or unhappy member among them 

—no difference of ſentiment, no contending | 
paſſions, no interfering | intereſts, no untuned 0 
harp, and no diſcordant heart to give a mo- 
ment's diſturbance to their ſweet celeſtial har- 


mony. But the enjoyment connected with their 
benevolent uſeful ch araQter, will chiefly | ariſe 


from thoſe who have been the objects of their 
kind and liberal charity upon earth. They 5 
85 may be amongſt the firſt to hail them into theſe 
: everlaſting habitations. And highly indeed 


nuſt they think. themſelves honoure: d to receive 


5 Re bleſſings and congratulations of thoſe faints, 


whoſe faith was s tr engthened, who le patience was 


ſupported, whole drooping ſpirits were revived, E 
and whoſe bodily diſeaſes were healed or wants 
ſupplied, by their charitable offices. How 
exquiſite will be their feelings, when others 
preſent themſelves, wao were fi | brought into 

the way of falvation, and kept in it by them, the 

inſtruments in the hand of God for accompliſh- 
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( 


ing this bleſſed effect ? How will their crowns 


of joy and rejoicing now brighten on their heads? 
IS, Every recognized effect of their beneficence, and 
each recorded inſtance of its progreſſive influ- 
ence among their fellow- men, ſhall bring new 
| acceſſions to their high enjoyment. 5 Shall al! 
this diſtinguiſhed glory be received as only the 
ſucceſs and enjoyment of vain ambition and car- 
/ nal pride? No, my brethren, no ſuch ſentiment | 
Fo or gratification can have a moment's exiſtence in 
the rcalms of light. Another, and far nobler N 
ſpirit wells i in their bleſſed inhabitants. They „ 
fitted to bear « an exceeding great and eternal = 
wx weight « of glory,” without the poſſibilityc of any 2 
_ degree of ſelf- conceit, or any vain, or fooliſh, or 
proud imagination ever ring. in their 1 2 
They enjoy themſelves and one another in God 
and the Lamb, as the everlaſting ſource and centre 0 
of every honour and j joy. Though ſurrounded, 5 
therefore, with thoſe who owe and acknowledge 5 
eternal obligations to their former kindneſs ang 
care, theſe ſincere and warm acknowledgments, | 
tb far from being intended or received as flatte- 
ry, or converted into ſelf- admiration, turn all their | 
thoughts on Him, who hath done all things ac- . 
cording to the counſel of his own vill They con- ö 


ts.) 


| template, with a growing enlargement of ſoul, 


and with unceaſing rapture, the connected plans 

and operations of providence : and grace, thus un- a 

folded to their admiring view. They now ſee, | 

- with pleaſing and increaſing aſtoniſhment, how 
all the parts of their former hiſtories, which here 
appeared detached and accidental, were regular | 

5 , links of one chain, formed by infinite wiſdom, 

preſerved unbroken amidſt all the viciſſitudes of 5 

10 life, by an Almighty Providence, and extending . 
from eternity to eternity. There is not, there- ö - 
fore, any thing great, or good, or happy, in : 

a themſelves, or in others by their means, which 

5 they now do not trace up to him who fitteth es 
= upon the throne. 2 Delightfully and gratefully 


they view every diſpoſition and exertion in them- 


ſelves to do good, and all its various influence 
| and effects upon others, as originating ſolely 1 in ; 
divine love, rendered efficacious only by the di- 
— vine agency, and now gloriouſly rewarded by the 
pureſt grace. They, therefore, break out in one 
adoring hymn of praiſe . O the depths of the N 
. riches both of the wiſdom and goodneſs of 
_ God! How unſearchable are his Judgments, 
ee and his ways paſt finding out! pb.” os Not un⸗ : 
£ to us, O Lord: not unto us, but unto thy 
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* name be all the glory.” II ſuch grace and 
truth and glory are contained i in the promiſe in 
our text, is it not exceedingly great and] precious, 
and have we not the moſt complete evidence and 
FH aſſurance, that he who ſoweth bountifully 
6e ſhall reap alſo bountifully ?” = 
Having offered what appeared neceſſary to 2 
1 the illuſtration of the plan propoſed, let me now 5 
. intreat your attention to the Feen improve. 
ment of the ſubject. | 


ur the ft plice, * it may direct us in 
| 7 forming a juſt judgment of our own characters. _ 
2 Various are the ſources of ſelf-deception. It does 


not belong to my preſent ſubject to point them 
out, but rather to oblerve that we are well 


guarded againſt all miſtakes, by the uniform con- 
nexion marked in ſcripture betwixt our duty 
and our intereſt, our character and proſ- 

- pets ; ; and by the variety of deſcription employ- 5 
ed t diſtinguiſh the true Chriſtian from the 
falſe aſſuming pretender, —Thus, | in the text | 
which we have attempted to illuſtrate, we find 
the moſt glorious. hopes ſet before us, even a 
rich harveſt of eternal honour and joy. But 4 
who thall enjoy it? 66 Let us not be deceived 3 


In 


7 * 


8 & God is not mocked ; for whatſoever; a man n ſoẽw- 
“ eth, that ſhall he alſo reap.” He that ſoweth 
0 + ſparingly, ſhall reap alſo ſparingly ; ; andhe which 
« ſowcth bountifully, ſhall reap bountifully.” 8 
5 We muſt, then, either abandon every hope be- 5 
yond the grave, or inquire and decide concern- 

ing that charaQer with which this hope is con- 

5 nected. Let us apply to the cloſe examination | 

of our prevailing views, diſpoſitions, and con- 
duct. Are we charitable? Are we liberal in 


charity? Amiable divine charity! Who does 
not celebrate thy praiſe? What virtue ſtands ſo 


| high on the roll of fame? ? Againſt ; it there is no 
law. Its reputation 18 eſtabliſhed and univerſal. 
But does it really exiſt and act to an equal ex- 


tent ? Do all who extol | the name poſſeſs the thing g 


itf elf. 


There 1 is, perhaps, ſcarcely : any virtue « or grace 


ni generally miſrepreſented and miſ underſtood. 5 


Thus, it eaſily moved by tragic repreſentations, 


or pathetic deſcriptions, we miſtake the occaſion- 


al « emotion, and the ſtarting tear for the habitual = 


ſenſibilities of a tender heart, By a certain con- 


ſtitutional ſweetneſs of temper, ſuperadded to ha- 
bits of courteſy, we may tay to the poor and 


miſerable, Ny Be ye warmed and filled. ie. But - 


LY 


is this PIO : How it always follow, chat they 
who weep moſt readily at the tale of woe, feel 

moſt deeply. the ſorrows of the afflicted, or, with 
” greateſt active exertion, go forth to their relief? 
. When men are attached, and kind to their 
5 friends, they ſuppoſe themſelves poſſeſſed of uni- 
3 verſal benevolence; but to them may I not ad- 
; dreſs the words of our Lord? e If ye love them a 


* who love you, what reward have ye? Andit 


« ye ſalute your brethren only, what do ye more 
- * than others! 8 Do not even the publicans the 
ce ſame.” Not a few boaſt of their charity N 
the expence of almoſt every other virtue; be⸗ : 


- cauſe they are ready to contribute a trifle upon 


| every call of clamant diſtreſs : They regard this 
as full proof of the goodneſs of their hearts, and 
conſequently of their whole character; and yet 


. the while it may be no more chan a peace- 


0 offering to a guilty conſcience, or to an offended 


ET God. All the while they may be facrificing at 


: the altar of proud ambition, expenſive luxury, 
or ſenſual. gratification 3 „ living to the preju- 


dice, if not che ruin of the induſtrious tradeſ- 
man, by a long and precarious er edit; yea, and 


what! is ſtill worſe, living in open contempt of 
: that very God, whoſe favour they pretend. t to me- 
rit c by their deeds of charity. 5 


N 43 * 


effect to ch: ange the nature, or leſſen the demerit of 


reſemblance of God As revealed in the goſpel. 
Have we then felt, that divine power, renewing 
us in the ſpirit of our minds, cauſing us to know | 


experimentally divine redeeming love, and to 


Nene was ever enjoined, or can have the leaſt : 


* 


vice. T he day approaches, when the Judge of all = 
| the earth ſhall ſay, to the conviction and confu- | | 
ſion of ſuch pretenders to charity, «who hath re- 
Wt quired this at Jour hands ? Depart from me, - 
T & I know you not.“ ' Would we judge fairly 
|: and honeſtly concerning the character repreſent- 5 
5 ed! in our text, let us not attend to it, as the def. 
cription of a ſingle virtue, or of a few detached 5 
ſentiments and acts of kindneſs. Every real vir- 
tue 1s always related to a bright aſſemblage „ 
c moral excellencies, of which God himſelf 1 is at 
: once the author and the ſtandard. Such we - 
have ſeen | is the character of the bountiful man, = 
nor can we lay claim to it, unleſs upon, impar- 
tial! inquiry, we find, that another ſpirit than our 
own, or that of the world, directs and animates 
our whole conduct; I yea, that the effectual ope- 
ration of the Holy Spirit hath raiſed us above 
ſelf, and ſenſe, and fin, to the knowledge and | 


C43 


; live habitually under its influence ? Does our 
5 charity take its riſe, and derive all its vigour 
and ſtrength from thence? Hath divine love 5 
acted with ſuch energy and effect upon our 
minds, as to expand them with love and good | 
will, and generous ſentiments to our fellow- 
| creatures? Do we expreſs theſe principles by 
the uniform and liberal exerciſe of charity to all 
within the reach of our ability? Do we give 2 


With a willing cheerful mind? Do we extend our 


beneficence to the ſouls, as well as the bodies of 
men? Are we denied to our own honour andeaſe, 
5 and profit, zealous to advance the glory of God, = 
and the eternal falvation of needy periſhing ſin- 
ners? If we can reply to theſe queſtions i in the 
5 affirmative, happy are we. Chriſtian charity 
marks our character. We are inſpired with that 
nobleſt benevolence, which has for its object the 
good of others, not only i in this world, but in | 
that which i is to come. 77 


. Mer not the conſiderfiion af this approved 
S character le ad us, in the fecond place, to ſtudy and 
LE, admire that religion from which i it receives all its 


- excellence ? It is impoſſible to read the inſpired Fo 


volume without fecing this character drawn p 


OY 


5 in the livelieſt and moſt expreſſive colburs. . 
—Vari ious and ſtr ong and attractive are ä 
features in which it 18 there exhibited. There 
13 God himſelf is repreſented as commanding, 
encouraging, and rewarding * There God, 
manifeſt in the fleſh, is exhibited, exemplifying > 
it before our eyes in full life. And there, too, 
we are aſſured that it is the delightful office and 
| work of his Holy Spirit to form the ſame lovely + 
4 image on the ſoul of man. Muſt not that be a | 
divine religion, and worthy of all acceptation, 3 
; which we find ſuch a combination of influences 
” thus exerted to purify and enoble the human pe 
| mind? Muſt not that religion be of God Which, 
in its whole conſtitution and ſpirit, is manifeſtly oe. 
- deſigned to dignify human nature with every di- 
. vine and ſocial virtue which cannot be cordially 
embraced, and honeſtly | profeſſed, without pro- 
ducing theſe happy effegs ! ? It declares that Godi 18 
love. Its fupr: eme law to man is love. All its 
2 vrinciples conſpire to the mor a] elevation of the {i 
grovelling ſpirit, to the ex xpanſion of the narrow 5 
| contracted ſoul. -Of every g great and generous ; 
ſentiment, Jeſus was himſelf the perłect pattern 5 
and he acknowledges no diſciples, but the ſtudi- - 
ous imitators of his example, Would we, then, 


x ne > 
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learn the true theory and practice of charity; let 
us come to Jeſus of Nazareth, and learn ; 9 


e him who was meek and lowly i in heart, and ; 


46 © who continually went about doing good.” > 


Let infidelity bluſh for itſelf, in oppoſing a . 


5 neben which invariably teaches, and effectually : 

: inſpires. univerſal benevolence. Let men Denn 
demn charity, or approve Chriſtianity. | Al the 
true friends of Jeſus are the beſt friends of man- : 


Find. Believing and doing as he teaches, we 7 


cannot fail to be happy ourſelves, and the bo- 
* inſtruments of We to all around 5 


Need 15 go e for” an Huftration of this 5 ; 


doctrine than to the very reſpectable Society, SY 8 


whoſe requeſt 1 have the honour now to addreſs 1 


7 you. 65 While many are ſpending their money | 
ce for that which 18 not bread, and their labour 
« for that which fatisfieth not; 5 while many 


. are hiding their talents i in the oc through co- 


1 vetouſneſs or loth, or ſquandering them i in ex- 


ceſs of riot or diſſipation, this ſociety exhi- 


h bits to the world, as it bath long done, men 5.21 
zealous. and. active in the ſervice of God and 5 


5 their country. The reverend and honourable 


who members who at preſent compoſ: | it, like thoſe 


E 


who went before them, continue to hold up to 


= our view an object worthy of our molt ſerious 


— attention, and generous ſupport. They grudge. 
not the laborious part of this benevolent ſer- _ 
vice. With unremitting ardour and aſſiduity, 


they employ their time and attention and influ- 


ence in carrying into effect the important and 


. extenſively beneficial deſigns of their inſtitution. 


i They rejoice that the extent of their funds - 
enables them to do ſo much good; and it is 


their conſtant care and higheſt ambition to ap- 


hs ply them to the moſt uſeful purpoſes. ; Thou- 
fands have experienced the benefit of their unite 
a wiſdom, zeal, and exertions. In the name 


of: theſe thouſands, they are ever ready to pay 


. the due tribute of reſpect and gratitude to a ge- 


nerous public, and to benevolent individuals, i 
= who have contributed to their ſupport and afſiſt. 
ance. | With theſe pleaſing ſentiments howe- 
ver, thers 18 neceſſariy mingled the painful 
. chought chat they cannot extend cheir influence 5 
| farther.” Many need and cry to them for help 
to whom they cannot ſend it, not for want of -* 
inclination. or. exertion, but of ability. They 
0 rely on the generoſity of thoſe who with well to 
— intereſts of religion and virtue, who are able 1 
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I and villing to aſſiſt them to be more extenſively - 
| uſeful, Fo 


9 


While 1 cannot but make this honourable 


mention of the Society for propagating Chriſtian | 

5 Knowledge, 1 know that, independent of my - 
praiſe, they ſeek not glory of men Suffer me 

then, to turn to you, my much reſpected friends, _ 
in the direction of it, and to fay, let it be your 
increaſing ambition * to ſhine as lights i in the 
e world, that others ſeeing your good works, 

. may glorify your Father in heaven.” I hope 
you will ever bear in mind that the work in which 

you are engaged does not 0 much derive honour 1 
from you as you from it. Let the character 15 
which has been imperfectiy given of the truly 
benevolent” man, be better illuſtrated by your 
exemplary conduct. Let not difficulties, nor ne- 
gle&, nor oppoſition, diſcourage your zeal in the 
ſervice of God, and the Redeemer, and the ſouls : 

of men. Yielding to the full influence of divine 

| love, 6 let it be your meat and drink to do the 
CL will of your heavenly Father. Be not weary 
« in well- doing; for. in due ſeaſon ye ſhall Fraps | 
66 ut ye faint not. | : 


And do you, my ei 1055 are not f the 


: Seeley, go and do likewiſe; ſtrengthen their 


5: 


hands, : and encourage their hearts, by your 
_ cheerful and liberal aſſiſtance. Many ſchemes, 
formed upon benevolent principles, are limited 1 
in their deſigns and operations. They may be 
confined to a party, to one kind of diſtreſs, or--- 


to ſome narrow deſcription of men. 80 far as 


5 the utility of the ſcheme, and our connexion 
wich it, are apparent, we ought to give it our 
. cordial ſupport ; but ſuch ſchemes ſeldom af. 


2 ford ſcope to the full exerciſe of benevolent af- 


tections. This charitable inſtitution embraces | 
greater deſigns : 8 'A well- principled mind here 
meets with its favourite objects. Need I reaſon 

with perſons of this character? Indulge your- 

ſelves, my friends, and you cannot but contri- 
bute to the vaſt objects of this generous body of f 

men. The cheerful offering to this treaſury i . 
dicates the collected influence of moſt diffuſive : 
; goodneſs. If you wiſh to ſee. a rude people a 

. vilized ; a ſervile race raiſed to a juſt ſenſe of li- 
berty 3 ; minds enſlaved and corrupted by faſci- . 
N nating arts, emancipated from this ſpiritual bon- 


* dage; men, though living under the 9 5 
vernment, divided from us by a difference of 5 
language, and local ſituation and prejudices, = 


pas 
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reſlor ed to! vnion in language, ſentiment, and loy- 
al attachment; ; their indolence rouſed to action 
and turned to habits of induſtry, and, of courſe, 
_ their wild uncultivated country, improved, en- 
_ riched, and beantified ; their mutual animoſities 
: conver ted into unanimous zeal in the defence 
of theſe united kingdoms againſt their common 
enemies; a multitude ſunk i in ignorance, irreli- 
: gion, and vice, led into the bright path of illu- | 
minating, ſandtifying, and ſaving truth; the = 
e and various means 1 e inſtruc-, 


2 


5 24 7 machs beppin Plentifally 1 to 
men enveloped i in the thickeſt darkneſs of 1 igno- : 
rance and error, poverty and wretchedneſs —1 : 

| theſe are objects of magnitude and importance Y 

in your eye, theſe are the objects to which the 

benevolent zeal of chis Society is uniformly and 
| vigorouſly directed. ——The hiſtory of their 1 ma- 
nagement and ſaccels, repeatedly given to the : 
public, fully ſhows what they have done, and | 
what they hope and wiſh to, do. The nobleſt 
5 channels then, in which you can deſire charity 


to flow, here open to your view: Follow their 


| ſpreading « courſe with yourg generous contributions 


f 


. : 
and your fervent prayers. The roſpel of our 
Lord was intended to be an univerſal bleſſing ES 
the human race ; and the liberal charity which hh 

it commands and inſpires, is one great mean of : 
- its propagation. It is not to be ſuppoſed that 
the great numbers who received its beneficial = 
influence, will always remain in one place : 1 
Many Who were indebted to this Society for 1 55 
their education, are now in the moſt diſtant 
| lands, and many hereafter © will go to and fro, 
- * and knowledge {hall be increaſed. They ſhall ; 
= 7M ſpeak of the glory of the Mediator 8 kingdom, 
= 8g e and talk of his | power ; ; to make known to the 
* ſons of men his mighty acts, and the glorious 


60 * majeſty of his kingdom. Thus one genera- 
. 1 Gon. ſhall praiſe his works wo N . 
. 73 ſhall declare his mighty acts—till the Lord 


4 | « has brought his ſons from far, and his daugh- 
c ters from the ends oft the earth, by. What mind, 


* warmed with the love of our Lord, and of his 
4 |: intereſts in the world, does not burn with zeal 
K C2 to join in ſuch an honourable employm SITY 
ty 60 Whatever then your hands find to do in this 
. 60 great wor k, do it with all your mi; ght. „ The 
. time is ſhort. The end of all things 18 at 
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= hand. Behold, faith Chriſt, 1 come quickly, 

4. and my reward is with me. Then they that ; 

| © be wiſe ſhall ſhine as the brightneſs of the fin- 
3 4 * mament, and they that turn many to rightes - 
_ ouſneſs, as the ſtars, tor ever r and ever.“ +; 
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57 3 Legacies, read legacy. 
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THE SOCIETY IN SCOTLAND 
rox PROPAGATING: CHRISTIAN { KNOWLEDGE. 


From June 157. 40 December r 10g. 


Socizrv- 8 December 10 17%. 1 
* HE uncommon \ lateneſs. of the publication of this RB 
year's Anniverſary Sermon, a circumſtance which, 4 


| however much they might regret, the Directors 
could not prevent, enables them to carry on the ab- 
ſtract of their proceedings to a later period than | 
uſual. | | ET, Fo 
In a note annexed to the Sermon of laſt year, a 
els was made that an account of the ſchools and 
__ ſtate of the Society would * given to the public in a | 
ſepar ate paper. 5 . e 
DR. MeFakLAx, then Secretary of the Society, to 
whoſe department buſineſs of that kind properly be- : 
Jongs, at that time fully intended to have publiſhed - 
en. ga a new edition of the Summary Account of the Riſe 
7 ; « and Progreſs of the Society,” which he wrote and 
| publiſhed in the year 1 783. N long and tedious ill- 
net s, Which terminated i in his death, in December laſt, 
5 65 29 prevented the accompliſh ment of this inten- 
; T he deſign, tough: neceſſ. ily . poned, 1 is # by : 
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no means s laid aſide. By the death of that worthy a 
the ſociety were deprived of talents and exertions ſin- # 


> gularly great and active, which had long been devoted f 
to their ſervice. „ 0s : ; 


For ſome years previous to is being elected Secre- 


; tary, he had given particular attention to the buſineſs 
of the Society; and from the ſpirit and abilities he 

: then diſcovered, the members were led to conſider it : 
as a particular felicity that he was prevailed upon to 
accept of that office; an office laborious in no com- 
: mon degree, and of which the only reward i is the con- 

; ſciouſneſs of doing good. 


The hopes entertained of Dr. M*Farlan were am- 


85 15 vindicated: His mind, comprehenſive and acute, : 
was peculiarly formed for bulineſs, and his penetra- le 
tion was fully ſeconded by the perſeverance of his ap- 

et plication and promptneſs of his execution. Amidſt . 
the great diverſity of objects to which the duties of 
his office conſtantly ſolicited his attention, nothing was 

omitted or perfunctorily performed; while to things | | 
of real magnitude, he bent the force of his mind, he 
| neglected not the moſt minute. To his unwearied 

5 application to the affairs of the Society, their preſent 

. good order and arrangement are much to be aſcribed. - Y 
5 The extenſive correſpondence which he | carried on, = 
and the multitude of letters which he wrote with his 
_ own hand upon the buſineſs of the Society, would 
have appeared, to moſt men of his ſtation, employ- ” 

ment more than ſufficient. But this was but one 
branch of his office: T he whole tranſactions of the 

5 Society, u under the authority and ſanction of the Di 8 


TY 7 


i rectors, were carried on under his Amimenlatr ſaperin- TH 
tendance. He was eminently the patron of the great 
work of tranſlating the Old Teſtament Scriptures into | 
the Gaelic language. From him the benevolent plan 

7." adopting into the ſervice of the Society the ſchool- 
maſters employed by the Truſtees upon the Forfeited = 
5 Eſtates, derived its origin. But to particularize al! 5 
his good ſervices done to the public through the 85 
. channel of this inſtitution, would far exceed the li- | 
4 mits of an appendix. Suffice it to ſay in general, | 
that to uncommon talents for buſineſs, he united an 
ardour of benevolence which ſupported him amidft : 


all his labours, and animated him to exertions which 


no ſelfiſh conſiderations would have produced, and 8 
no pecuniary remuneration requited. His ſervices 0 
vere the gratuitous efforts of a generous mind, ever 
anxious to promote the beſt intereſts of religion 8 
and his country ;—while he neglected 1 no duty that he 

owed to his family and private circle of connexions, fer 

- men of his ſphere were ever more eminently devoted 
to the public He lived reſpected as a man and a 
miniſter, beloved as a friend and companion, confided 5 
in as a faithful ſervant to an extenſively charitable 

| inſtitution. | The Directors, mourning the loſs which 

: the Society ſuſtained by his death, hope for the in- 
; dulgence and ſympathy of the public, while they pax 

= this juſt tribute of f grateful ocknoniedyaenty to bis - 


5 . 


Tory | now return to the narrative 6 their 0 


1 tions during the interval which has lapſed fince the 


* 
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publication of the laſt appendixan June ibs: | Their ; 


affairs were then ſtated to be in a flouriſhing condi- 


tion; and they have now the happineſs to acquaint the 
| public, that their proſperity not only has ſuffered no . 
Interruption, but confiderably increaſed. Many in- 
ſtances of generoſity they have ſince chat time expe- 
rienced. Beſides the collections at the two anniver- 
ſary meetings of their correſponding board in Lon- 
don; the firſt in 1788, the ſecond in ſpring laſt, 
amounting together to near L. 600: They have re- 
ceived from Lord Vanvryhouſen, formerly an emi- 
| nent benefactor to the Society, a donation of L. 500 - 


4 per cent. bank annuities ; the intereſt of which is 


| appropriated to the purpoſes of their inſtitution. 


The late Farl of Hyndford, 2 diſtinguiſhed bene= 


— faQor, and uſeful member of the Society, bequeathed 
to it a legacy of L. 100 the late Miſs Gibſon of Du- _ 
rie a legacy of L. 50; the late Mrs Douglas of Burn- 
houſes a legacy of L. 50; the late Mr Thomſon mi- 
niſter of St Ninians a legacy of L. 1003 all of which 
| have been received, along with a number of ſmaller 
a donations, which it will be their endeavour faithfully , 
: to apply according to the will of their benefactors. 


In addition to theſe various donations, the Society 8 


: kive the pleaſure to inform the public, that within 
theſe few days they have received the ſum of L. 5 oo, . 
: from a benevolent lady of this place, (who deſires that 
her name may be concealed „ upon condition of their 5 


conſtantly maintaining a charity -· ſchool in Edinburgh, 


for the education of poor children. They gratefully 


acknowledge this very liberal | benefadtion, and with 


N 


pleaſure acquieſce in a condition which ſo entirely 1 


coincides with the deſign of their inſtitution. 


. munificent legacies of the late Lady 
Glenorchy of L. 5900, has been repeatedly mention- 

ed to the public. Of this ſum the treaſurer has now 

received payment z and the Directors have, for ſome 5 

time paſt, turned their attention to the proper appli- 
cation of it, conformably to the will of their liberal 
benefactreſs, viz. for the improvement, in the firſt 

5 inſtance, of the eſtates of Bredalbane and Sutherland. 

With this view, they have been at conſiderable pains 5 
in procuring the neceſſary information of the ſtate of 
thoſe parts of the country, and the circumſtances that 
ought to direct this expenditure; and alſo in main- 

_ taining correſpondence upon this ſubje&t with the 
noble proprictors, and their men of buſineſs. They -: 

have now begun to digeſt a plan for its permanent. Ee 

- application, to the beſt evident advantage of the people 8 
on theſe eſtates, in which they have good reaſon to 
hope for the concurrence and co-operation of the 

| proprietors. This plan they expect ſoon to be able to 
bring to maturity, and will then, without delay, pro» 2 


ceed to its exccution. 


„ iin December.-1 788, intimation was given to thi 5 
Directors, that the late Lady Dowager Grant of Mo- | 
3 nymuſk had, by a clauſe i in her will, bequeathed «to 
oh; the Society for propagating the Chriſtian Know- 1 
v0 ledge i in for eign parts, the ſum of L. 500.“ Though 
the words of this clauſe do not exactly correſpond to 
the deſignation of this Society, yet, from ſtron g col- 
lateral teſtimony, of which the Socicty is in poſſefion, 
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they "TROY every reibt to conclude, that Lady Grant 8 


intention was in their favour. The Directors have 8 
3 accordingly ſtated their claim to that ſum; ; and from : ; 
the diſpoſition of Lady Grant's executors, as well as 
the validity of the claim itſelf, they have good. reaſon 1 
to hope for a favourable iſſue. 


In the appendix to the ſermon in 11786, a particu- 


e lar account was given of the tranſaction 1 in which the i 
. Society had been engaged, with regard to the ſchool- | 
_ maſters formerly employed by the Truſtees upon the 
Annexed Eſtates. From that ſtatement it appeared, | 
that the Society would, upon every ſuppoſition, ſuſ- 

| tain an expence conſiderably greater than the intereſt 

| of the ſum they were to receive from Government. | | 
That expence has already amounted to about L. 500. 8 

mp he ſum allowed by the public, viz. TJ * 500, was, by 
order of the Barons of Exchequer, paid into the hands 


of a banker, on the account of the Society, in the 
month of June laſt: But that money they are pre- 


vented from receiving into their own hands, and lend- 
ing out at the uſual rate of intereſt, by ſome difficul- | 
ties which have ariſen with reſpect to the nature of the | | 
obli gation required for implementing the conditions of : 
the act, authoriſing the payment of that ſum. The 80 
ciety, conſcious of the purity of their intentions, flat- i 
55 5 themſelves that theſe difficulties, which, on their 
. part, are founded merely in zeal for the greater good 
of the public, will be overcome, and they relieved 
from Ripulations, which, in their opinion, would ma- 
terially tend to the pr rejudice of the objects, on a0. 


| | Chronicles to the prophet Iſaiah, 


1 


: count of which they originally entered into this tran- = 
ſation. 


Anxious. to fulfill the ctiditiens of this agreement E 


3 with the public, they are determined, as ſoon as they _ : 
hall be put in full poſſeſſion of the ſum appropriated : z 
for their uſe, to allow the ſchoolmaſters and ſchool- 
mittreſſes upon the reſtored eſtates, whom they have 

5 taken into their ſervice, and who are now reſtricted to 5 


an interim allowance, the whole of the falaries which 5 
5 they formerly enjoyed. „ | 


Abe tranſlation of the Bible into the Gaelic lan- 


- | guage has, for ſome years paſt, been carrying on and 
” publiſhing under the care of the Society, in conſe- 
quence of the liberal collection made for that purpoſe F 
throughout Scotland. It was formerly intimated, that 
: the whole of the New Teſtament, and three parts of 
| the Old, had been printed, and were ready for diſtri- 
Z bution. The only remaining part, which concludes 
the undertaking * „they are ſorry to find, from the 


avocatious of the gentleman who conducts it, as well 
as from the difficult nature of the work itſelf, is. not 


| yet in complete readineſs for the preſs. This the 


Directors regret the more, that until that part be fi- 


niſhed, they are prevented from giving the Gaelic 
5 Bible that extent of circulation which the importance - 
of that object to the Highlands and Iſlands of Scot- 

land leads them anxiouſly to wiſh for. It was Ori- 
dinally propoſed to have ſent to every Highland pariſh - 
{7 certain number of copies proportioned to its nend, 5 


wy: „Gente ming he books of the Old Tellament from the book of ; 


ai, 
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to be diſtributed, gratis, among thoſe who were leaſt To 
able to purchaſe them. But, in conſequence of the 
information and advice of a variety of reſpectable per- | 
ſons, well acquainted with the ſtate of the Highlands, 5 
the Directors are induced to lay aſide this intention. Ty 
It js evident, that a ſufficient number of copies could 
not be {ent to ſupply every demand : In many caſes, 
improper demands would be made; and any real or 
fancied preference in the diſtribution, would only ex- 
cite diſcontent and murmuring, where charity and ac- | 
commodation were intended. For theſe reaſons, the 
Directors are adviſed to ſell, inſtead of gratuitouſly 
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beſtowing, the Gaelic Bible, but at a price low enough 


for even the Poor to afford. This plan it was once 
the intention of the Direktors to have proceeded in 
5 immediately, with thoſe parts of the Bible which are 
= already finiſhed. But, after mature deliberation and 
advice, it now appears to them more eligible to poſt- | 

4 pone it till the whole work ſhall be completed, as an 
; extenſive circulation of imperfect copies would involve 


the buſineſs in confuſion, and, in a conſiderable 


” meaſure, defeat the object propoſed, viz. to furniſh. 


the ⁊uhole Scriptures entire, to thoſe who have ne- 


ver as yet enjoyed the word of God in a language 
they could underſtand. The period of accompliſhing 
this, they truſt, 1 15 at no oreat diſtance. © | hey hav = 
urged the gentleman engaged in the tranſlation to 
haſten it forward with all pollible expedition „ and 
they confide | in his diſpoſition to comply, as far as his 
_ yell known accuracy and fidelity will permit. 


As ſoon as the work thall be completed, the public 


> + 
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ſhall be advertiſed of the reduces price at Pe ER they 


propoſe to ſell it for the accommodation of the poor, 


and the plan to which they ſhall be adviſed, as moſt 
likely to give the ſcriptures an extenſive circulation 

through Highland pariſhes. In the mean time, they 
continue to diſtribute as formerly copies of the volumes g 

| 1 printed for the uſe of their ſchools. 


| Anxious to fulfill the whole duties of their office, 


5 the Directors have not been inattentive to that branch 
of it which relates to foreign infidel countries, althou gh . 
this, from the nature of things, muſt be, and always 


has been, conſidered by them as a ſecondary object of 8 
regard. At preſent two miſſionary miniſters are em- 


ployed i in their ſervice among the Indian tribes of A- 5 
| merica. Mr. Kirkland, whom they have repeatedly | 
had occaſion to mention with high approbation, con- 
tinues his labours among the Oneidas, \ in midit of the 
greateſt hardſhips and fatigues, with a zeal and perſe- 
verance truly apoſtolical. From his journals, which 
. he has from time to time tranſmitted, it appears, 

that his miniſtry has been bleſſed with ſucceſs; that, by _ 
5 means of it, many individuals, and ſeveral of theſe = 
benighted tribes have been led to embrace, and conti- 
nue ſtedfaſt in the profeſſion of the goſpel. He has 


alſo begun, and made conſiderable progreſs, in a tran- | 


| ſlation of the ſcriptures into one of the molt general- a 

ly known Indian tongues z a work evidently of great | 

importance and utility to the propagation of the goſ- 
5 pel among that ſavage people. he other miſllonary NY, 
miniſter 3 is a Mr. Sargeant, employed by the Directors 5 
in 1787, Pal the recommendation of their corre- 
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ſponding r in Boſton, among the Stockbridge In- 
dians. This Reverend Gentleman has alſo tranſmit- 
ted journals of his miſſion, from which there is reaſon 5 
to hope that it will prove uſeful. _ 


An attempt to ſend the goſpel . to the natives of . 5 
Africa, i in their own country, by means of ſome ne- 
groes of Rhode Iſland, converted to Chriſtianity, was 
ſome time ago propoſed to the Society by the Col- 
lege of Vale in Connecticut; and for the encourage 
ment of this generous intention, a donation 8 50 | 
from a lady was depoſited with the Society. "The -- 
| ſcheme has not as yet appeared to them ſo thorough- 
ly digeſted as to warrant their taking an active 
part in it; but they have ſignified to the gen- 
tlemgn with whom it originated, their diſpoſition to 
cConcur in any rational and probable plan chat nay” be = 
5 formed for carrying on ſo good a deſign. 


The Directors have only to mention further „ with a1 


| reſpect to their foreign affairs, that, after a very long 

1 correſpondence with Mr. Whcelock, ſon of the late 
= hs, Wheelock, upon the ſubject of the ſchool for the 
education of Indian youth, and of miſſionaries for the EZ 

Indians, (for which a liberal collection was made 
Ny through Scotland i in the year 1767, and the money 

depoſited with, and put under the management of the 

5 Society,) a final ſettlement has been made, and a full 

: diſcharge of all demands obtained, till June laſt. The 
public may reſt aſſured, that every degree of attention 1 
has been, and ſhall continue to be employed, that . 

5 this fund, committed in truſt to the Society, ſhall be 


(6. ) 
Y faithfully devoted to the purpoſes for wich it was 
raiſed. | 


It fil remains s that they Mould ſtate to che public : 

. an object which appears to them of great importance, | 
and which of late has engaged much of their. atten- } 
e „„ 
Supported bs the generoſity of. the 8 nd of : 
I berzolent individuals, in their plans for the beneſit t 5 
of their country, it concerned them deeply to be 
themſelves aſcertained, and that by their means the 


1 public ſhould know, that the ſums expended by them 


with that intention are not miſcmployed i in the remote 
parts of the Highlands and Iſlands to which they are 


ſent; that the teachers in their ſervice are diligent 
and faithful, and that the accommodations ſtipulated 


for them by the ſtanding rules of the Socicty are al- 
forded. It is true, that certificates as to theſe points 
are annually tranſmitted to the Society by the ſeveral 
preſbyteries in whoſe bounds their ſchools are ſta- 


tioned; but it occurred to them, that a viſitation of 
their ſchools by one of their own body, in whoſe re- 
port they could perfectly conlide, would be productive 
of many important advantages; z that, in general, it 


would mark an attention upon their part to the g great 
| objects of their inſtitution, which, they were perſuad- 
: ed, would be acceptable to the public at large, and 
9 particularly ſo to people of all deſcriptions i in thoſe | 
parts of the country where their ſchools are ſtationed, 
and procure tzem notice and regard from many pro- 
prietors and others, naturally connected with. them, 
5 tome of whom have hitherto veiwed them with a 
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too careleſs eye. With reſpect to the texohets them⸗ 
ſelves, they had every reaſon to expect the beſt effects 
BY from ſuch a viſitation ; that it would give a new fti-_ 
- mulus and encouragement to the exertions of the 


worthy and deſerving, and a much needed check to 


the inattention and miſconduct of ſuch as might be 
5 found of an oppoſite character, 
1 fine, they were perſuaded that, by Ga a mea- : 
fore alone, the real ſtate of things, in many inſtances, 
; and particularly i in remote parts of the country, would 


be. diſcovered, and ſuch knowledge of characters, 15 


facts, and local circumſtances obtained, as would enable : 
either the Board of Directors, or the Officers of the 

| Society, to conduct its buſineſs with ſatisfaction to 
eee and utility to the public. 5 9 8 

Moved by theſe and the like confiderations, the” 
Society, ſo far back as the year 1760, granted a com- 
miſſion to the late Dr. Webſter of Edinburgh, and o- 
ther reſpectable members of the Board of Directors, 
to viſit their ſchools, and report their ſtate. That 


55 Part of this duty which Dr. Webſter undertook, ex- 
| tending, however, only to one pars of the eonhtrys ws 


_ faithfully performed, as appears by his Topart a i 


the Society s papers. 


: In 1770, the Society found * ene td of 
| the! ir ſchools to be greatly wanted ; it was then deemed 
too arduous a taſk for one of their own members to 
undertake ; J they therefore granted 8 commiſſion for 

5 this purpoſe to Lieutenant Lewis Drummond, a perſon 
in whom they had confidence ; ; and, in the courſe of 
two years, chiefly devoted to that buſineſs, he viſited 


„ 5 


. all their ſchools, and afforded to the Society much ne- 


ceſſary and important information, as was ſtated to the 
public in the account of tlie Society, written and 
publiſhed in 1774, by the late Alexander Belſches, _ 
Eſq; Advocate, then their Secretary, and whoſe un- : 
common labours and merits in their ſervice will long = 


hos held in grateful remembrance. 


A period of ſeventeen years having ted Slice 5 

15 chat viſitation, and the ſtate of things, as may be ſup- : 
1 poſed, being now greatly altered, another was judged 
: highly neceſſary, and earneſtly wiſhed for. The pre- 


ſent Secretary was prevailed upon, in the month of 


June laſt to accept of a commiſſiom from the general 
meeting of the Society for that purpoſe; and, in the 15 

0 execution of it, employed above three months, in 

which time he proceeded as far as could be expected ra 
in the courſe of one ſeaſon... — Travelling by Perth and 

and Crieff to Killin, he went to the coaſt of Lon in 


8 Argyleſhire; from thence to the Iſle of Mull, and a varie- 


ty ol the iſlands in its neighbourhood, i in which the Socie- 
15 ty have eſtabliſhed Schools. —Returning to the main- 
| land, he travelled by Appin and Fort William , through 
| Lochaber, to Fort Auguſtus ; from thence by the north : 
_ fide of Lochneſs into Roſs and Cromar ty-ſhires ; 3 then 5 
through the counties of Sutherland and Caithneſs, and = 
returned by Inverneſs, Fort George, Str athipey, and 
| Badenoch. IIis objects as he went along were to vis: - 


| fit and examine the ſchools, | 0 obſerve the number 
- and proficiency of the ſcholars, to inquire into the 


character and conduct of the teachers, the nature f 
the accommodations afforded, and the encouragemcy! 8 
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| given to them by the proprietors and inhabitants . 
to mark the ſtate of the various countries through 
which he paſſed, the propriety of the ſtations where 
ſchools are now erected, and to point out other places 85 
| where they may be equally neceſſary, with whatever 


elſe might occur to him to be of N for the 
7 Society to be informed " 


Theſe things were accordingly ſtated by the ecre- 


wee; in a full and circumſtantial report, of great . 


length, which contained much information, and gave | 
N general ſatisfaction. | 


- The following extra,” from the cohdufien of bis 


report, it 1s n will not be unacceptable to the : 
- public. e 


46. In a with the appointment "of Lis e : 
r thren of the Society, the Secretary e e | 
to fulfill the objects of their commiſſion to him, as 


wy 


* one ſeaſon, The length of the journey, and the 
variety of objects which occurred during the courſe 


« of it to ſolicit attention, required, no doubt, conſi- 


* 


derable exertions boch of body and mind: But his 


„ fatigue was balanced and rewarded by the hoſpita- 


lity and kind attentions of the gentlemen and cler- 
gy of the various parts of the country through 


„ which he paſt; and ſtill more by the conviction 


c. 


© that his labours would probably be attended with 3 
material advantage to that benevolent inſtitution 
with which he is connected, and conſequently to 


| : 
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the moſt important intereſts. of multitudes of his : 
© countrymen. _ 5 5 | 
In general, the Sorretry has the bien to af: 
ſure his brethren of the Society, that their efforts 
“. for promoting religion and civilization in theſe re- 
ce mote parts of our country, have produced effects 
happy, even beyond their moſt ſanguine ideas. 
„ Multitudes, by means of their ſchools, have receiv- 
t ed education, who but for them had, in all human 
probability, been doomed to the moſt deplorable 
* jignorance; and among theſe many could be named 
« who have made, and are ſtill making, a diſtinguiſh- 
« ed and reſpectable figure in life. But, beſides 
« this, a general and growing zeal for knowledge 
« and improvement has been diffuſed among the low= _ 
66 


er claſſes of the inhabitants of the Highlands and 


© Tands, in ſo much, that in almoſt all thoſe diſ- 
© tricts where the Society's ſchools have been eſta- 0 


bliſhed, though now withdrawn to other ſtations, 


or in thoſe in which they are ſtill maintained, 

though too extenſive for the ſchools to ſerve all the _ 

by inhabitants, they exert themſelves with wonderful 5 
induſtry to procure education for their children. 

For this purpoſe, when too poor 15 0 

build heuſes, and endue fixed ſchoolmaſters, they 

agree as they can with young men, who go round 1 

: among their villages, teach for a certain number of | 

months or weeks in each, and are boarded and 

lodged by the parents of the children in rotation: 

Of this many inſtances occurred to the Secretary 

5 during the courſe of his tour. 15 


15 


e able RR. 
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| « Beſides exciting this conviction of the importance 0 


and zeal for the acquiſition of knowledge, the Se- 


ciety have furniſhed the means of gratifying it, by 
* furniſhing numbers of young men taught at their 
ſchools, and qualified to become teachers of others. 
The Secretary, therefore, had the pleaſure of con- 
f templating a vaſt fabric of improvement and moſt 
important uſefulneſs erected, and ſtill advancing 
with great rapidity, upon the foundation which this 
Society has eſtabliſhed and continues to ſupport. 
The objects previouſly expected from this viſita- 


don, the Secretary has the pleafure to find, that 


the Directors are ſatisfied, from his report, have 
been accompliſhed, fo far as it extended. With 
the continuing approbation and countenance of the N 
Society, he propoſes to perſevere i in his labours, i inn 
order to fulfill the commiſſion they have granted 8 
him, by viſiting their ſchools in other parts of the 


country, as far as it ſhall be poſſible for him to ac- 


„ complith that deſign: In particular, to direct his 
« next viſitation to thoſe ſchools on the ſouth of the 
„ Murray Frith, which the lateneſs of the ſeaſon, 4 
and the begun harveſt, (when all ſchools in the 7 
| country receive a vacation,) obliged him to relin- 5 
4 quiſh for the preſent year. Theſe ſchools are fitu- 
ated in the Highlands of Perthſhire, and that part 
of Inverneſsſhiire which lies to the ſouth of Loch- 4 
5 1 neſs and the Murray Frith, and in the counties of 


of Nairn, Banffy Aberdeen, and Forfar; an exten- 


« five tour, and comprehending a great number ar 
the 5 8 ſchools. 


wh 


(% 


« FT it ſhall hk Gad to permit him to > complite h 

: 2M nis deſign of a general. viſitation, the Secretary _ 

will be enabled to ſubmit to the Society ſome gene- 

. ral propoſitions, founded in a comprehenſive know- 

edge of local circumſtances, for the improvement 
. of their plan for the regulation of their ſchools.”_. 

Meantime, a variety of remarks, with this view, ſug- | 

| geſted by what he has already ſeen, were ſtated to the 

Committee of Directors, and by them to a general 5 

meeting of the Society. They were thought of con- 

ſequence, and approven ; and the Secretary was una- 
nimouſly requeſted to continue his 1:bours till the ab- 

5 : ject ſhall be accompliſhed. The reſult of the whole 

hall, in due time,” de communicated to-the public, - 


By a generous pabile, this charitable inſtitution Has 5 


been reared from ſmall beginnings to its preſent mag- 
nitude; by liberal contributions it continues to be 
: ſupported, and its capacities of uſefulneſs increaſed. 


'To the public, they who are intruſted with the ma- 


0 nagement of its funds, hold themſelves to be amen- 
able; ; they will never decline an appeal to this tribu- : 


nal, nor while ſupported by conſcious fidelity and up- 


rightneſs, will they doubt of a favourable iſſue. 


They cannot conclude the preſent addreſs, without 


. ee their grateful ſenſe of their obligations . 
ON their benefactors i in general, for their liberal contribu- 
| - Hows and active exertions in behalf of the iu.ttution. 
ad 2 of the moſt eminent of theſe, from peculiar 
F i l of mind, have prohibited their names to be Ss 
mentioned to the public. They may however, reſt 
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| Stare, that their generoſi ity has made too dip TY 
85 impreſſion upon the minds of the Directors to be ſoon 
forgot. It i is recorded in a regiſter, which will Pre- 
N ferve it in everaſting remembrance. _ | 


Some of their ſpecial Fade they FEY TP 8 


5 F called upon to mention with particular and 
Sig diſtinguiſhed gratitude. Bot „5 
They rejoiced in the opportunity which his preſence | 

: at their anniverſary meeting in June laſt afforded the I 
| Society, of giving their unanimous and-well-merited 
thanks to the Right Hon. Lord Balgonie, for his un- 

1 common activity in ſeizing opportunities upon all oc 
5 caſions of promoting their intereſt. 


The Earl of Leven, their worthy Preſident, who 


Was alſo perſonally preſent, was pleaſed, at the requeſt 3 
of the meeting, and in their name, to write letters of 
khanks to the Duke of Gordon for his having cheer- 4 
fully accepted, and with ſpirit and propriety fulfilled _ 
| the office of preſiding at the laſt anniverſary meeting 5 


of their correſponding board in London; and to the 


| Earl of Kinnoull for his good ſervices. upon the ſame _ 
_ occaſion, as well as his generouſly continuing the 
handſome annual donation of his worthy predeceſſor, Du 
7 the late much reſpected Preſident of the Society. 2 
The Earl of Leven was alſo pleaſed, in compliance . 
— with the like requeſt, to expreſs by letters, the thanks 
of the Society to the Earl of Dumfries, the Hon. . 
Captain John Leſlie, Sir David Carnegie Baronet, = 
Charles Jardine Eſq; Samuel Search Eſq; and Dr. 
5 Herbert Mayo, for their having kindly undertaken the 
office of Stewards at the next anniverſary meeting of 


I RI 


| the Board in London; and the Soc indulge the 
hope, that the attendance and countenance of the | 
| Noblemen and Gentlemen, formerly their friends and 
| benefactors, will upon that occaſion, exhibit evidence, 
that both their zeal for the intereſt of their inſtitu- 
5 tion, and their confidence in thoſe to whom its — 
: nagement i is committed, continue undiminiſhed. . 
The Directors, in the concluſion of this addreſs, a 
bog leave to aſſure the public, that as at no period 
the affairs of the Society wore a more favourable 


aſpect, ſo at none was there a greater anxiety than ak 


| preſent to conduct them with een prudence, 5 
ts and e 1 


be. William Gloag, D. D. 


THEE PRESIDENT, DIRECTORS, AND OFFICERS 


or 1HE 


Tk n ron THL YEAR 1789. 


David EARL oF LEVEN AND MELVILL, - 
' PRESIDENT or THE SOCIETY, „ 


Committee Di refdore.. 


Janes Farl of Hopeton Preſident. 


Sir James Colquhoun of Luts, Bart, one e of the Prin- 
 cipal clerks of ſeſſion. -1 


| Miniſters 


Rev. Thomas Randal, 6 of # Edinburgh. = | 


Rev. Andrew Hunter, D. D. 


Rev. William Paul, miniſter of St, Cuthberts. - 
Iſaac Grant, 1 
HForatius Cannan, Eſa; 
Alexander Duncan, Eſ sz F 
William M Donald of St. 8 Eſq; ] 1 85 1 . 
James Forreſt of Comiſton, Eſq; * "I 
Andrew Hamilton, — comprreller of Exciſe, . 
1 John Dickſon, Iſa; brats; ” 
Mr Jobn Moncrieff, apothecary. 
Mr John Pitcairn, 1 merchant. 5 


5 " Clerks to 


„ 


e 


| P; the 88 : 


Rey. John Kemg, o one of the miniſters of Lainburgh 


| Secretary. 


| 7obn Davidſon, Eſq; clerk to the eee, Treaſirer. 5 
William Galloway, Tü, , in : Edinburgh, =_ 


_ Comptroller. 


; Robert Chalmers, Eſq; Accountant General of Ex- e 
ciſe, Accountant. | 


7 Mr. Archibald Lundie, clerk. to | the beser, Book- 5 


holder. 


. Mr. James Bonar, clerk to the Solicitor of Exciſe, 


Clerk. 


_ M. Gray, Bookſeller. 10 
5 Mango * Beadle, : 


| 


— — 


— — : 2 F 

— g gr hd Xu ory 7 it. 
—— — 
= 


- 2 7 — 
. - no w—_ —äœͤ ” 
. mn ² wr en 


Tm 3 


Annual and ot her Benefations are received by the 


. Porſons. 5 


In Epnooncn, 


| By John Davidſon, Eſq; Writer to the "Signet 


Treaſurer to the Society. 


In Lonyon, . 


8 By Thos Coutts, Eſq; Banker i in the Sd. 


John MeIntoſh, Eſq; No. 8. North ſide of the 
Royal Exchange, Secretary to the Society. 


William Fuller, Eſqʒ and Son, Bankers, Lom- ; 


. bard-Street. 


Tm . a. 2 or MY 


be 45 give and bequeath the ſum TY 
To to the Society i in Scotland for Propagating Chriſtian | 

5 Knowledge, to be applied (to the purpoſes of the firſt 
or ſecond patent, as the donor pleaſes. )— See both 
| 8 patents, p P-. 54 and 597 of the a account of the e | 
publiſhed i in TORY 1774. 1555 


1 Thoſe who may Th * to Ader this Society 

E with Bequeſts or Legacies, are intreated to expreſss 
their intention in the very words above directed; and 
5 particularly to take care that the words, f in Scotland, | 
| be not omitted. 
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N. B. On account of the lateneſs of the publication 
of this year's Anniverſary Sermon, it was judged 
unneceſſary to publiſh the liſt of the Society's 4 
eſtabliſhment of ſchools for the current year. In 
the month of February, the ſcheme of ſchools is 
annually made up; and at preſent a variety of al- 
terations are in contemplation. It is hoped, that 
the next year's Anniverſary Sermon will be publiſh | 
ed early; and it is intended that a correct liſt of 
the ſchools and teachers, including the propoſed 
alterations, ſhall be added to the appendix of that 
ſermon.— At preſent it may ſuffice to mention in 
x general, that the number of ſchools upon the eſta- 
bliſhment of the Society, for the education of chil- 5 
dren, in reading, writing, and the principles of re- 
| Hgion, amounts to 86, and the average nuniber of 
the children taught in them to 9,500. Of their | 
ſchools for the education of female children, in 
various branches of uſeful induſtry, to 353 and of 
the e 1 in them to 250. 
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"THE END» 
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